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By the age of five, children belong by

· Feeling love for God and others

· Feeling they are welcomed and loved by the church family

· Recognizing the church as a safe and happy place to be

· Understanding the church is a family of God’s people

By the age of five, children grow by

· Knowing the Bible is a special book read and loved by Christians

· Understanding God’s gifts to them and being thankful for them

· Knowing God made the world and them also

· Reading and learning stories from the Old and New Testament

· Knowing that praying is speaking to God

· Praying simple prayers in their own words

· Understanding that Jesus is their friend
· Praising God through worship

By the age of five, children minister by

· Showing love for God and others

· Showing simple acts of kindness to others

· Respecting others by picking up their toys and putting things away carefully.
Desired Learning Outcomes for Children Ages Kindergarten-2nd Grade
By the 2nd grade, children belong by

· Feeling at home and safe in the church
· Feeling loved by God and the people in church

· Recognizing the church as a people-God’s people-not merely a building or place

· Actively participating in worship by singing songs, hearing Scripture, praying and bringing an offering.
By the 2nd grade, children grow by

· Valuing the Bible as the church’s special book that tells the story of God’s love
· Experiencing worship as a way of praising God

· Recognizing the earth as God’s creation

· Choosing to be thankful to all God’s gifts to them

· Experiencing wonder and joy in their abilities

· Accepting and understanding God’s forgiveness

· Reading, learning, and retelling stories from the Old and New Testament

· Understanding what it means to be a Christian

· Knowing the different parts of the order of worship (i.e. call to worship, hymns, offering, prayer of confession, etc.)

· Recognizing baptism and the Lord’s Supper as sacraments Christians celebrate, and participating in them.
· Praying the Lord’s prayer from memory

· Understanding the Bible is organized into and Old and New Testament

By the 2nd grade, children minister by
· Forgiving others because they are forgiven

· Showing compassion to others
· Praying for others

· Performing acts of kindness for others

Desired Learning Outcomes for Children Ages 3rd-5th Grade

By the 5nd grade, children belong by

· Recognizing the church as the community of God’s people

· Seeing themselves and others as children of God

· Feeling secure in being loved and valued by God and God’s people

· Giving their own money and gifts to meet needs within our church and community
By the 5nd grade, children grow by

· Recognize the Bible as God’s holy Word for Christians and the church

· Know the Bible as the story of God working in our world

· Understanding that God is the creator of the world

· Knowing Jesus as God’s son who offers love and forgiveness

· Understanding the Holy Spirit as God’s presence
· Feeling called and challenged by God

· Reading and learning stories from the Old and New Testament (*could add specific stories)
· Knowing the story of the church, its people, work and mission
· Experiencing joy and gratitude for God’s creation, Word, and work in the world

· Understanding what it means to be Reformed

· Knowing the story of their own congregation, and its vision and mission
· Being able to understand and follow the different parts of the order of worship

· Choosing to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior

· Spending time in prayer, and listening to God 

· Describing the meaning of the sacraments

· Reading and responding to the Bible, applying it to their lives

· Learning the order of the books of the Bible and beginning to navigate through them 
By the 5nd grade, children minister by

· Showing compassion for others

· Forgiving and asking forgiveness of others
· Living the life God wants them to live

· Spending time praying for others

· Living out being members of the church by giving of themselves, contributing their unique gifts, and participating in worship and service project
· Sharing the story of God’s love with others

