
As we turn the page on a wet and chilly May and hope 
for warmer June days, we as a congregation have an 
opportunity to celebrate the generosity of God and one 
another, no matter the weather.  

June 30 marks the end of our fiscal calendar, yet based 
on our projections, we can confidently say that our 
ministry will be fully funded by the end of May. This 
means that our mission commitments, personnel costs, 
ministry areas, and support needed to keep the 
building open will already have the funds necessary to 
finish the 2018/2019 fiscal year, even without June 
contributions. Praise God!  

Therefore, the Consistory is embarking on a Generosity 
Jubilee! This plan seeks to highlight the impact your 
continued generosity can have on the ministry of 
Fellowship Church.  

Generosity Jubilee Plan: 

1. The first third of our June tithes and offerings will 
go to a Mission Partner of Fellowship Church. We 
will give generously just as God has generously 
blessed our ministry together. 

2. The second third will directly pay down the 
principal of our building debt. We believe that this 
too is an act of generosity as we will un-saddle 
future generations at Fellowship of a building loan. 

3. The last third will be saved for a ministry 
opportunity God has yet to reveal. Just as God 
opened ministry opportunities in the past, we 

believe He will again. We seek to be good 
stewards so we can be open to God’s 
direction in new and fresh ways. 

In the Bible, a Jubilee was a time in which slaves 
were set free, land was let rest, and the people 
turned to God in thanksgiving and trust. In a way, 
these acts of generosity mimic that structure. 
Slaves set free is an act of justice and blessing of 
another person, which is what our mission 
partners strive to do on a daily basis. Land at rest 
is an act of obedience to the property God has 
blessed us with, honored by our act of paying 
down our debt. And trusting God is what we are 
intending with our third act of generosity. 

Our worship and spiritual growth are rooted in 
generosity and trust in God’s provision. This 
month of Generosity Jubilee will be our response 
to God’s abundant provision through your acts of 
faithful generosity. We’d like to invite you to take 
part by prayerfully considering how you might 
generously give to the ministry God is doing 
through Fellowship Church. 

Generosity Jubilee           Nate Schipper 
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There are three boxes in my basement, one for each of my kids. In them I store important 
school papers, drawings, birthday cards, etc. They function now as a sort of ‘archeological dig’. 
The more ‘grown-up’ stuff is on top, and waaaay down at the bottom are hidden treasures: 
hospital baby blankets, bracelets, and baptism certificates. 

Old photos and relics from our childhood are always fun to discover. Not only because they 
remind us of a time gone by, but they carry us back to an age of innocence and beauty. A time 
when we ran through the sprinkler, chased butterflies, and ate ice cream without guilt. 

Sadly, many of us don’t do these things anymore. 
Sprinklers are for lawn care, butterflies are left alone, 
and ice cream calories are counted. As these innocent 
practices are lost, new ones are gained: stress, 
accumulation, guilt, and overall scrambling. Sure they 
have their childhood forms (the term “it’s not fair” 
comes to mind…), but there is an innocence to them. 
We really didn’t know better. And then all of a sudden 
we did know better, but we kept doing those things 
anyway…and to an even greater degree. 

Jesus was drawn to children because of their innocence 
and grace. He loved that they had no pretense, no 
swagger, no reservations. What a beautiful image for all 
of us. 

This summer, our sermon series will be called Childlike: Growing Wonder in the Kingdom. We will 
focus around Matthew 18:3, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” Each week we 
will consider a text from scripture that focuses on a child or children, from Ishmael to David, from the children who surrounded Jesus to Timothy. 
We will hop, skip, and jump from Genesis to the New Testament Epistles, and as we do so, grow in innocence, youth, and wonder. 

June 16: Growing in Innocence; Matthew 18 

June 23: Growing in Trust; Genesis 21:14-20 

June 30: Growing in Vulnerability; Exodus 2 

July 7: Growing in Strength; 1 Samuel 17 

July 14: Growing in Faith; 2 Kings 5 

July 21: Growing in Peace; Isaiah 11 

July 28: Growing in Playfulness; Zechariah 8:3-8 

August 4: Growing in Boldness; Luke 2:41-52 

August 11: Growing in Invitation; Luke 18 

August 18: Growing in Praise; Matthew 21:15-16 

August 25: Growing in Obedience; Ephesians 6 

September 1: Growing in Maturity; 1 Timothy 4 

Contributions as of 4/30 Gifts Received Expenses Difference Reserves 

Fellowship Ministries $1,384,1891 $1,268,6202 +$132,934 $111,233 

Summer Series: Childlike...Growing Wonder in the Kingdom        Lindsay Small 

Financial Update         Nate Schipper & Steve Braunius 

Deacon Spotlight Offerings. Thank You! 

February: Third Coast Homes $1,025 

March: Internal Christian Aid $3,618 

April: Meet Up & Eat Up $1,320 

Easter: Regional & FRC Meet Up & Eat Up $7,548 

1 Includes received: $23,213 for Youth Mission trip, $11,465 for all Church Retreat, 
$9,840 for community meal payments 

2 Includes: $148,956 paid to fulfill all mission partner commitments for the fiscal year: All 
principal payments for loan have been paid for the fiscal year 

How Sweet the Sound Join us Sunday, August 11 at 6:30pm for an evening of 
singing hymns, sharing stories, and enjoying ice cream 
together. All ages welcome! 

If you have a hymn or hymn-inspired story to share, please 
contact Jess in advance at jmix@fellowshipreformed.org. 

& 



Fellowship is entering its fourth year of linking arms with other community members through a statewide 
food assistance program called Meet Up and Eat Up. Fellowship volunteers partner with the Department 

of Health and Human Services; serving a hot lunch, reading stories, providing arts & crafts, and playing 
games with kids in our community who are hungry for food and fun. They look forward with great 
anticipation to our volunteers’ arrival and discovering what special activities will be taking place. 

There are eight Meet Up and Eat Up sites on Holland’s Northside. Our 
focus for the past three years has been with the migrant population at 
Pine Acres Apartments and Quincy Apartments. This summer we 

will be serving at Quincy in June and Pine Acres in August. We are 
hopeful that many of the same children we are able to engage with 

at Quincy in June will also be able to join us at Pine Acres in August. 

Idania Quintanar, one of our recent guest speakers during Faces of the 
Uprooted, grew up in the Quincy Apartment complex. She is a first generation college graduate from Ferris 
State University with a degree in criminal justice. She works for the Department of Health and Human 
Services as a Migrant Program Specialist. One of her passions is to provide the children at the migrant 
camps with a sense of “life outside of the camp”. What a privilege it is to walk alongside her and our 
other hardworking partners to build meaningful relationships with these children. Come join us! 

To volunteer, sign-up sheets are available at the Welcome Center and on the website, or contact 
Karen Donker at kldonker@fellowshipreformed.org  

June 10-15, 11:30-1:00 - Quincy Apartments August 5-9, 11:30-1:00 - Pine Acres Apartments 
June 17-19, 11:30-1:00 - Quincy Apartments August 12-16, 11:30-1:00 - Pine Acres Apartments 

Meet Up & Eat Up Partnership             Karen Donker 
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Nine members from Fellowship, LifeQuest, 
and First Reformed Churches in Holland 

journeyed to the Netherlands from 
May 1-8 to learn, interact, and 
understand the new partnership 
between the Reformed Church of 

America (RCA) and Operation 
Mobilization. We joined Doug and 

Diane McClintic from the RCA, who will be 
working with the mission partners in Europe. 

Hayat, a ministry team in Schilderswijk (The Hague), partners with Haven 
Kirk (church) in ministering to that community. The Hayat team works to 
reach Muslim immigrants, spreading the good news of Jesus Christ to a 
community with 30 mosques and only a handful of churches. When we 
arrived, they were finishing up a two week sports camp for children and 
their families in the town square. Our team played games with the 
children and helped lead activities for parents. One activity we offered 
was hand massages for the women, to receive the touch of other women 
in Christ. The love of Christ was offered in our touch, creating a 
connection that overcame any differences in beliefs or language. One 
woman received a hand massage and then returned with her elderly 
mother, who was in traditional Moroccan dress and did not speak Dutch 

or English. She sat down and, as I massaged her hands, a few tears 
rolled down her face. We were not able to understand each other, but 
exchanged smiles and a hug. It was a small moment of connection and 
love, but her smile will forever be etched in my mind. Hayat is building 
relationships and being a Christlike presence in this Muslim community. 

Taste (derived from Psalm 34:18) is another vibrant community located in 
Delft, one of the mostly densely populated areas of the Netherlands. 
Here, a former care home has been refurbished 
to house three families and six individuals 
who are living in intentional community 
with people from diverse cultural and 
religious backgrounds. We participated 
in their weekly Friday night community 
meal. The home was overflowing with 
people talking and experiencing 
community together. Sunday brought 
another opportunity called Taste Party, where 
20-25 people gathered to study the Bible and learn and grow together. 

It was an amazing experience to see God at work in another part of the 
world, and to learn more about Dutch heritage. I am excited to see where 
God takes us on this journey with these new mission partners. 

Holland to Holland Reflections              Lisa Braunius 



Summer Children’s Programs                Betsy Bruins 

Vacation Bible School 

VBS is just around the corner!  

Join us June 10-14, from 8:45-11:30am when 
we will go on an African safari adventure 
where we will learn how even though life 
can be wild, God is good.  

Register your child or sign up to be a volunteer on our website. Once 
kids sign up, you receive a FREE music CD so you all can learn the songs! 
We hope to see your child for this great week. 

Summer Worship Adventures 

Worship Adventures is a time for kids ages 4 through entering 3rd grade to 
do activities in the Kid Zone during the sermon. All ages will be together 
in a large group setting, singing VBS songs, learning about the daily 
Bible story, and watching a video that ties in with the lesson. The dates 
are June 23, July 21, and August 18.  

All other Sundays this summer will be 
Better Together Sundays for kids in 1st-
5th grade, with Nursery and Children & 
Worship still offered. There will be no 
Children & Worship on Worship 
Adventures Sundays.  

Youth & Children in Summer Worship 

Our summer sermon series is called Childlike and we want kids of all ages 
to help with worship! If your student (through 12th grade) would like be to 
involved in any of the following throughout the summer, please contact 
Jessica Mix at jmix@fellowshipreformed.org: 

 being commissioned to create artwork for the screens in worship 

 youth choir on Sunday, August 18 (rehearsals on Sunday, August 11 
and Wednesday, August 14) 

 reciting or reading Scripture in 
worship, or leading a call to 
worship 
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The Lord Bless You & Keep You! We Give Thanks for Faithful Service  

Linda Hutchison, our beloved Parish Nurse, retired 
on May 15. We are so grateful for Linda’s service 
to our congregation. She sought out those who 
are unable to leave their homes, visited and cared 

for the sick, and blessed those in our midst with 
everything from soup making to support groups. 

"I have had the honor and joy of being your parish nurse over the last 14 
years. I treasure all the times we have shared together with tears and 
laughter, grief and joy, in prayer and worship. You all have a very special 
place in my heart and I truly treasure all of you! After much discernment and 
great sadness, I am retiring due to personal health concerns. I have been 
dealing with autoimmune diseases. It is something that you cannot see but 
has been progressing to the point that I feel I need to resign to better take 
care of myself. I have greatly enjoyed walking alongside you. You have 
enhanced my life tremendously and I thank God for these past years. I wish 
 you all happiness and wellness in your future." 

Renee Krueger, our Director of Communications, is 
leaving at the end of May after 7 years at 
Fellowship. Renee has touched the life of 
Fellowship in countless ways: by being a 

welcoming presence, responding to countless 
questions, and adding a creative vision to all aspects 

of our communications. You may not know her face, but you definitely 
know her work. Renee is moving on to new adventures, including an 
extended family trip to Europe during her husband’s sabbatical. 

"I am so grateful for my time at Fellowship. It has often been a second 
church home for my family and me. I have loved working with the staff and 
getting to know the congregation. It has been especially rewarding sharing all 
the amazing things happening at Fellowship with the church and with the 
wider world. There is so much good happening here! Thank you for allowing 
me to be a part of it. I am excited to be moving on to new adventures, but will 
miss you all very much. God’s grace and peace to you all." 

Health Ministries: Kathy Wood and Linda Dalman are filling the gap during this transition. If you are able to 

help with the Health Ministries team, home visits, meals, or driving to appointments, please contact the office. For health 
related needs, email care@fellowshipreformed.org or call the office at 616.399.9280 (after hours, leave a message at x130). 



One of the movie scenes that is forever burned into my mind is that of Austin Powers getting a golf cart-like vehicle stuck perpendicular in a hallway. 
Hilarious! A three point turn became an infinitely undoable back-and-forth. He was stuck stuck! In a similar but different way, it is not uncommon for 
followers of Jesus to sometimes feel stuck too. 

Is summer one of those times when your discipleship gets stuck? Summer is often a time when we give ourselves permission to be on autopilot...on 
vacation, but not really going anywhere, physically or spiritually. The problem is, you cannot follow Jesus on autopilot. Following Him requires 
attentiveness to Him. And for me, getting stuck happens most when I am not doing anything that hints at attentiveness to Jesus. Remember, the 
most literal definition of “disciple” is learner. But disciples learn mostly by doing. Stuck happens when we are not following, not moving, not doing. 

So if you are feeling stuck in following Jesus today, here are four suggestions: 

Getting Unstuck...               Ross Dieleman 

5 

1. Get Unstuck in Corporate Worship (Heart): The Sunday Morning 
gathering is a public and countercultural training ground for disciple 
making. Those who engage worship wholeheartedly will find 
themselves in a dialogue with God - called 
to worship, making confession, hearing 
the Word of God proclaimed, and sent 
out with a fresh challenge to live the 
faith. My personal definition of 
worship is that it is the place where we 
learn to love the right things and then we truly 
let our hearts sing. Here, we present ourselves as 
“living sacrifices” (Romans 12:1). 

2. Get Unstuck through Personal Devotions (Soul): 
This is regularly setting aside intentional 
time to make space for God in our lives, 
from Bible reading and prayer to 
practicing spiritual disciplines or soul-
training exercises. In the same way you 
do not end up at the gym by accident nor 
get fit by wishing you worked out more, so the fruit of personal 
devotions is found in the doing. “Seek the Lord while He may be found, call 
on Him while He is near” (Isaiah 55:6). And just as we are accustomed to 
“wasting time” with friends or family - the people we love - it is possible 
to “waste time with God” …and to find it truly as time best spent! 

3. Get Unstuck through Spiritual Friendships (Mind): Few things 
generate real life change as effectively as sharing life and processing 
experiences with others in community. Some do this through 

mentoring or spiritual direction, or, perhaps 
most commonly, in groups. But it is more 
than simply “hanging out” to talk about 
weather or sports or shopping. It is 
attentiveness to God among us in thought 

and word and deed. And we need each other 
to grow. To put it in a punchy one-liner: whoever walks 

with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools suffers 
harm (Proverbs 13:20). 

4. Get Unstuck by Giving (Strength): We also grow by 
giving. It is an act of trust and stewardship, an 

expression of gratitude and a desire for the 
well-being of others. It is the difference 
between being a consumer and being co-
missioned. Consumers observe, compare 

and judge; co-missioned ones contribute. 
Consumers take, co-missioned ones give. Whether investing 
relationally (time), using our gifts (talents) or giving of our resources 
(money/things), it happens in God’s economy that we end up being 
the ones who grow the most when we give. And the deep truth our 
scriptures tell is that “it is better to give than it is to receive” (Acts 20:35).  

These are the basics, built around the Great Commandment of Jesus in Mark 12:30. If any of this has piqued your interest, stay tuned for an 
opportunity this fall for a more robust discipleship experienced called Apprentice. In the meantime, blessings on your various journeys in knowing 
and following hard after Jesus Christ our Lord! 
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Meet Our Newest Members 

Donn & Marlene Van Der Schie 
are from Grand Rapids. They love seeing families bring children to church, the 

wonderful preaching & worshipful services, and the people of Fellowship. 

Their superhero powers would be: flying 
Marlene’s favorite book: usually the last one she read! 

Would like to travel to: Sweden & Canada 
Donn’s favorite foods: cheese and dark chocolate 

Bob & Annette Mc Donald 
are from Nelson (England), Perth (Australia), & Holland. They love the 
worship, the pastors, the music, & the people at Fellowship! 

Favorite hobbies: walking, reading, & following English soccer 
Annette’s favorite reading material: bird magazines 
Bob’s favorite music: classical music, especially Mozart 

Favorite foods, 85% dark chocolate; egg, chips (fries) & peas 

Michelle, Brian, & Crosby Voss 
Brian is from Orland Park, IL and Michelle is from Holland. They love Fellowship’s 
nursery, the friendly staff, & how involved the members are within the church. 

Favorite foods: Chipotle & pizza 
Brian’s favorite gift: tickets to a Chicago Blackhawks game 

If they were superheroes: they would be part of the Avengers, Brian as Iron Man 
Michelle would love to travel to: any Disney park 

Craig, Christine, Alex, & Evan Janetzke 
are from Lansing & Alpena. They enjoy Fellowship’s pastors and community. 

Favorite hobbies: reading, scuba, & boating 
Favorite foods: blueberries & guacamole 

Would like to travel to: Bora Bora, Belize, Switzerland 
Favorite music: Zac Brown, Jack Johnson, and all “summer music” 

Joan, Boyd, Evan, & Adam Kroeze 
are from Grandville, MI. They love Fellowship’s emphasis on missions and the fun atmosphere. 

Favorite book: The Rosie Project 
Would like to travel to: Hawaii & the South Pacific 

Favorite foods: seafood and mashed potatoes & gravy 
Superhero powers would be: flying and time travel 

Zach, Shauna, Charlie, & Emily Speet 
are from Holland. They like Fellowship’s three co-pastor model. 

Favorite books: The Harry Potter series 
Favorite hobby: biking to a park 

Charlie’s superhero power would be: Jack-Jack’s laser eyes 
Would like to travel to: New Zealand 
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These casual dinner groups of 7-13 will 

gather 2 to 3 times during the summer for 

food and fellowship. Sign up in the Atrium! 

SUMMER 

DINNER 

GROUPS 

Josh, Carrie, Noah, & Alyssa Danek 
are from Au Gres & Grand Haven, MI. They enjoy the smaller, family-like feel 

of Fellowship, and that their kids enjoy being here. 

Noah’s favorite animal: fox or wolf 
Alyssa’s favorite hobbies: dance & reading 

Favorite family vacation: exploring national parks, camping, or skiing 
Favorite sports: hockey, basketball, karate, tennis, soccer, & water skiing 

Stephanie, JJ, Aubrey, & Bryce Scholten 

are from Holland. They like the feeling of community at Fellowship and the 
children’s programs, as well as the community focus. 

JJ’s favorite book: Quiet Strength 
Would like to travel to: Germany 

Favorite foods: sushi and California burritos 
Stephanie’s superhero power would be: invisibility 

Zach Bonzelaar 
is from Holland. He likes the welcoming people he sees every Sunday morning. 

Tallest building he’s been atop: Gateway Arch in St. Louis 
Languages spoken: English, Spanish, & Hebrew 
Best gift ever received: Seattle Sounders soccer jersey 

Favorite family recipe: homemade Dutch apple pie 

Our Newest Confirmed Members 

Adam Kroeze        Kelly Linart      Kebede Postma    Tyler Postma 

Check our home page for the co-ed 

and men’s schedules to come cheer 

on the team. Go Team Fellowship! 

Sutton David Jones 

Aurora Joy Prins 

Bryce John Scholten 

Stephanie Dawn Scholten 

Emmelia Rae Speet 

Lily May Vander Kolk 

Izzabella May VanOss 

Suzzanna Marie VanOss 

Crosby Michael Voss 

We Welcome in Baptism 

Looking for Ways to Connect at Fellowship? Try These! 

FELLOWSHIP 

SOFTBALL 

CHEERING 



Fellowship’s Youth Ministry invites you to hang out this summer! 

 Elevate (Middle School) events are for students entering 6th through 
entering 9th grades. 

 HSM (High School Ministry) events are for entering 9th graders 
through this year’s graduates. 

June 

6/10 Elevate Bonfire, 6-8pm @ the Vander Stelt’s 

6/12 HSM Gathering, 6-8pm @ the Vander Stelt’s 

6/22-29 HSM Summer Serve Trip 
 

July 

7/10 HSM Beach Night, 6:30-8:30pm 

7/17 Elevate Gathering, 6-8pm @ the Vander Stelt’s 

7/26-28 Middle School Power Connection Trip 
 

August 

8/4 High School trip to Michigan’s Adventure 

8/18 Middle School trip to Craig’s Cruisers 

Youth Summer Events  Bryce Vander Stelt 

616.399.9280 

www.fellowshipreformed.org 

info@fellowshipreformed.org 

2165 West Lakewood Blvd. 

Holland, MI 49424 
 

Return Service Requested 


