
It was the last assignment of the semester. And not just 
any semester, this was the last assignment of my 
seminary career. But much like that last bowl that never 
gets put in the dishwasher, this short, two-page paper 
on the Lord’s Prayer was the one I kept putting off. The 
church history test was done, the 25 page research 
paper turned in, the final sermon delivered…but I 
wouldn’t be fully done with seminary until this paper 
was finished. And so I forced myself to sit down in the 
student lounge and just do it. 

The fact is I don’t remember much about that church 
history exam, the research paper, and I have no idea 
what text I preached on. But what I DO remember is 
the “little engine that could” of a paper on the Lord’s 
Prayer. I remember exactly where I was sitting in that 
student lounge. And I remember the thought that came 
into my mind that has helped frame my theological 
inklings on prayer, scripture, and liturgy ever since. 

At the time, I was attending a church that recited the 
Lord’s Prayer every week. And so when I thought about 
the prayer, I was transported to the familiar sanctuary 
and worship service. I thought about the many weeks 
when reciting the prayer was a robotic exercise, 
skimming the surface of my heart without being truly 
moved by it. But then there were other weeks: the ones 
where speaking out words of forgiveness, praise, and 
need brought forth the urgency of prayer in my life. 

That’s when I realized how much I need the Lord’s 
Prayer. The words called to a longing that I could not 
identify. They pulled my faith along. It was the recitation 
of the prayer that brought the comfort I needed. 

Jesus gave us the gift of the Lord’s Prayer. Not because 
he relies on it or needs to hear it. But because he 
knows that we are more faithful and faith-filled when 
we rely on it and speak it. The Lord’s Prayer keeps our 
posture humble, our words faithful, and God at our 
center. It is our script when we cannot find the words. It 
is our guide when we feel lost. It is our promise and 
hope when all hope seems lost. 

This summer in worship, we will take a closer 
look at the Lord’s Prayer. From the occasion of its 
first utterance, to the beautiful themes of glory, 
surrender, forgiveness, and more. We will also 
contribute to a prayer wall throughout the 
summer, filling the Gallery wall with our prayers 
that pour forth from the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our hope is that we will be open to God’s word, 
and in particular, the prayer offered by Jesus, 
and allow it to draw us deeper into a life of 
faithfulness, mercy, and love. 

When Our Own Words Fail Us…          Lindsay Small 

2018 Summer 
Newsletter  

Volume 24, No. 2 
Published Quarterly 

by Fellowship Church 

Missions 

Stories 

p 2-3 

Meet New 

Members 

p 6-7 

Sermon 

Series  

p 2 

Children & 

Youth 

p 4 & 8 

Summer 

Fun 

p 4 & 7 

Financial 

Update 

p 5 

    OUR 

FATHER  

WHO ART IN HEAVEN, 
HALLOWED BE THY NAME, 
THY KINGDOM COME, 
THY WILL BE DONE 
ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. 
 

GIVE US THIS DAY 
OUR DAILY BREAD 
AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS. 
AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS. 
 
AND LEAD US NOT 
INTO TEMPTATION 
BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL 
FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, 
AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY,  

FOREVER. AMEN. 



“Let’s Meet Up & Eat Up!” It’s got a special ring to it, doesn’t it? I mean, who doesn’t like to get together with 
friends while enjoying a bite to eat? This will be the third summer that Fellowship is partnering with other 

community agencies through a state-wide summer food service program called Meet Up & Eat Up. We 
serve at Quincy Apartments, serving food, reading stories, playing games, providing arts & crafts, and 
building relationships with the kids. 

Bob and Jayne Philipps have volunteered since the first year that 
Fellowship became a partner in this mission-type experience. Here’s 
what Jayne had to say about why she continues to volunteer with 

the kids at Quincy Apartments: 

“I was first drawn to this mission opportunity for a couple of reasons. First, 
I am always interested in attempts to enrich the lives of children. Second, the 

nearness of the need spoke to me; right here in our own neighborhood there are 
children to whom we can minister. My experience on the days we joined the 

Meet Up/Eat Up group proved that even the smallest contributions by each 
one of us can be life changing. The joy and eagerness on the children’s 
faces as we arrived and set up filled my heart with joy. A simple 
paperback book…someone to sit and read it with them…
providing a craft and helping them in the creation of a project 

they could take home…hearing them ask if we’d be back 
tomorrow…seeing their disappointment on the last day when the 

answer was ‘not until August.’ I was moved to want to do so much 
more. We often hear, ‘What can I do? I’m just one person.’ It doesn’t take 

much to make a difference in someone’s life. By offering myself a couple hours a day for a week or 
less can bring so much hope and love and joy…and maybe even change someone’s life.” 

Volunteers are needed: June 11-15 June 18-20 
 August 3 August 6-10  August 13-17 

Please consider joining us as we spend time with the great kids from Quincy Apartments. It just might turn out to be a highlight of your 
summer!  

Contact Karen Donker for more information. kldonker@fellowshipreformed.org  

Meet Up & Eat Up Partnership          Karen Donker 
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June 10 
The Lord’s Prayer Introduction, Lindsay Small 

June 17 
“Our Father,” Lindsay Small 

June 24 
“Who Art in Heaven,” Alex Arthurs,  
Seminary Student, FRC Member 

July 1 
“Hallowed be Thy name,” Lindsay Small 

July 8 
“Thy kingdom come,” Rev. Kate Meyer,  
President of Holland Classis, FRC Member 

July 15 
“Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven, “ 
Rev. Marlin Vis, Missionary, Pastor, FRC Member 

July 22 
“Give us this day our daily bread,” Nate Schipper 

July 29 
“Forgive us our debts,” Rev. Chuck Van Engen,  
RCA Missionary, Professor, FRC Member 

August 5 
“As we forgive our debtors,” Lindsay Small 

 

August 12 
“And lead us not into temptation,”  
Alyssa Muehmel, Seminary Student, FRC Intern 

August 19 
“But deliver us from evil,” Lindsay Small 

August 26 
“For thine is the Kingdom, & the Power, & the 
Glory, Forever,” Nate Schipper 

September 2 
“Amen: Let it be so,” TBA 

Summer Sermon Series 

And When We Pray: Practicing the Lord’s Prayer 



I remember my first D-T-R. My hands were sweaty and my heart was racing. Our relationship had moved from just “chatting” once in a while to 
communicating daily and seeing one another almost as much. It was time for us to D-efine T-he R-elationship. It was 

time for us to explicitly say that we were a couple and that we were not going to date around any longer. The   
D-T-R conversation was a significant step in my relationship with Bekah during our early dating days. 

Our church’s relationship with Nicaragua, in many ways, underwent a D-T-R this past spring. 
Accompanied by 11 other Fellowship folks, we took our annual excursion 
down to our partners in Nicaragua. This being our third trip to see 
them, coupled with their multiple visits to see us, this trip 
seemed to serve as a DTR for our relationship. We took the 
next step with one another as we continue to seek 

partnership in long-term ministry. 

The most significant step we took in our relationship was the 
result of a very sad experience that was completely out of our 

control. On our second to last day in Bluefields, we got word that Dr. 
Bernardeth’s (leader of Tabitha’s House and our mission partner) mother 

had passed away. Our team felt for her and we prayed for her family. 
It wasn’t until that night, however, when we received a phone 
call from her husband, Pastor Adrian, asking our team to 
come and visit them at the wake that we realized the 

significance of our relationship. 

Upon arriving we saw a sea of white plastic lawn chairs 
circled up throughout the street in front of their home. Teams 

of family and friends gathered remembering Dr. Bernardeth’s mother 
and consoling one another in light of the recent death. We were escorted inside to sit beside Dr 
Bernardeth and visit with Pastor Adrian, hearing stories of her mother and observing the way 
their culture grieves with one another. 

As we sat in the home of Bernardeth’s mother, I wondered, how many North American 
Churches get invited to the wake of a Nicaraguan matriarch? I also wondered, would I 
invite them to my parents funerals if they were in town? Would I invite them into my 
grief? The humility and vulnerability that Adrian and Bernardeth exhibited to us 
that day cannot be taught or experienced void of our relationship with one 
another. They invited us into their space – both physical and emotional – and 
exhibited their trust in us. Humility, vulnerability, and trust; these are key 
attributes of a healthy relationship. 

We give God thanks for our friends in Nicaragua who invited us to take another 
step in our relationship. It seems clear that God is doing something in our 
relationship with one another. While we may not know what that journey will look like, 
we are grateful to be accompanied by these friends in Nicaragua. 

Reflections from Nicaragua           Nate Schipper 
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Congratulations Fellowship! 
Fellowship Reformed Church has earned Missional Impact Partner (MIP) status for giving in 
2017. Missional Impact Partner churches are those that supported the work and witness of 
the Reformed Church in America with annual gifts of at least $40,000 or 10% of 2017 church 
income. Fellowship will be recognized at General Synod June 12-17. 

Fellowship has been a Missional Impact Partner every year since the program began in 2008.  

Well done Fellowship! 



Summer Children’s Programs            Betsy Bruins 

Vacation Bible School 

VBS is almost here! VBS is June 11-15, from 8:45-11:30am. 

Every day we will be delving into the depths of God's love, and finding 
out how Jesus rescues us in the storms of life.  

Register your child now or sign up to be a volunteer on our website. 
Once kids sign up, your family receives a FREE music CD so you all can 
learn the songs and sing them in your car! We hope to see your child for 
this great week.  

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Worship Adventures 

New this summer!! 

Worship Adventures time for kids ages 3 through 3rd grade (entering 4th) 
will be on June 17, July 15, and August 19. This time will be during the 
sermon much like Sunday School, but the format will be different. All 
ages will be together for most of the time, but may be separated for 
parts of the activities. Some of the fun will include singing VBS songs, 
watching and participating in skits, doing crafts, and learning about the 
daily Bible story.  

All other Sundays this summer will be Everybody Worships Sundays for 
kids in 1st-5th grade, with nursery and Children & Worship still offered. 
There will be no Children & Worship on Worship Adventures Sundays.  

We'd love to have your child join us 
for an adventurous journey as we 

learn more about God!  
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Thank You Sunday 

June 3, during both 

services 

Help us give thanks for everyone who 
helps make Fellowship what it is! 

 

Graduation Sunday 

June 10 at the 10am service 

Help us celebrate all our new graduates! 

Support our softball teams! 

Co-Ed Team (Monday nights)  Men’s Team (Thursday nights)  

May 28 No Game May 24, 7:30pm Helder #1 

June 4, 7:30pm Matt Urban #1 May 31, 8:30pm Helder #1 

June 4, 8:30 Matt Urban #1 June 7, 6:30pm Quincy #1 

June 11, 8:30 Matt Urban #3 June 14, 8:30pm Quincy #2 

Summer Fun at Fellowship         



Transition. Nearly a year ago we set sail on what was to be a year of transition. The fiscal budget for July 1 2017 thru June 30 2018 would be one 
without the role of Senior Pastor. There was much curiosity, and maybe even some concern, about how our budget would fare. We knew our 
expenses would likely be smaller with the reduction of a salary, but how would the giving, worship attendance, and overall morale of the 
congregation fare? As we enter into the end of our fiscal year, we have much to be thankful for: 

 Expenses that are less than they were last year! 

 Building efficiencies helped to save almost 23% from last year 

 Changes made to custodial services contracts  

 Personnel savings 

 Overall giving this year is up! 

 Fellowship Ministries (primary budget) is about 6% above where we were last year. 

 We continue to receive gifts to help us offset the cost of our Building loan even after the 
campaign has ended.  

 Completion of our Capital Campaign on December 31st! 

 At its close we had received gifts that exceeded our goal by 10%! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year also included some thoughtful transitions by our deacons to the accounting of our 
budget. The new Fellowship Ministries budget will include the general fund, the debt 
reduction fund, and the missions fund. This began in the 2017/18 budget year when we 
transitioned capital campaign expenses and receipts into the general budget. In 2018/2019, 
we will transition the Mission budget into Fellowship Ministries. Missions has always been, 
and always will be, at the heart of Fellowship Church and this change better reflects our 
commitment to our mission partners.  
 

You may be wondering 
if you can still designate 
gifts to Missions or Debt 
Reduction and the short 
answer is YES. In the 
coming year the new 
giving envelopes will 
include two lines: 

Financial Update         Nate Schipper & Steve Braunius 
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Deacon Spotlight Offerings. Thank You! 

January: Lighthouse Associates $1,950 

February: Center for Women in Transition $2,545 

March: Internal Christian Aid $2,655 

April: Holland Free Health Clinic $2,350 

Charitable Donations 

As a reminder, even with the recent changes to the tax law, IRA qualified charitable distributions remain an effective giving solution for many donors. If 

they are 70½ years of age or older, donors can make tax-free withdrawals from their IRA, up to $100,000 per year, when those dollars go directly to 

nonprofits. This is an excellent way for donors to achieve their charitable goals all while satisfying their annual required minimum distribution. 

Shared in a recent email from Mike Goorhouse of the Community Foundation of Holland/Zeeland  

Contributions as of 4/30 Budget Thru 6/30 Gifts Received Expenses Difference 

Fellowship Ministries $1,325,246 $1,091,883  $963,364 $128,469 

Missions $154,600 $107,613  $74,699 $32,914 

Total $1,479,846 $1,199,446 $1,038,063 $161,383 

All gifts that are in excess of our expenses will help replenish the savings we drew from last year. 

Thank you for your faithful giving. We are so 
thankful for your generosity in this season of 
transition. June 30 is the end of our fiscal year 
and we appreciate your gifts. Online giving is 
available at www.fellowshipreformed.org/give 
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New Member Profiles            Lindsay Small 

Leslie & Bill Bauer 
Leslie was born in Berkley, MI. 
She and Bill have 4 children, 
7 grandchildren, & 2 great-
grandsons. Leslie likes 
Fellowship’s friendliness. 

Tallest building she’s 
been atop: the Empire 
State Building 
Favorite family vacation: 
Favorite zoo animal: monkeys 
Mt. Rushmore & the Black Hills 
Favorite game or sport to play or watch: Dancing 
Favorite family recipe: sauerkraut, pork, kielbasa casserole 

Diane Hendricks 
is originally from Battle 

Creek, MI. She likes how 
friendly Fellowship is. 

Favorite book: The 
Secret Garden 
Favorite family recipe: 
Apple John 

Favorite family vacation: 
trip to Florida 

Favorite sport to watch: 
baseball 

Favorite zoo animal: baby elephant 

Leah Brink 
is originally from Grandville, MI and has 
two children, Carter & Kennedy. She 
likes Fellowship’s sense of 
community and the kids’ programs. 

Tallest building she’s been atop: 
none...she’s scared of heights! 
Favorite sport to play: soccer 
Favorite zoo animal: giraffe 
Favorite sport to watch: hockey 
Favorite family vacation: trips to Florida 

We invite you to get to know and welcome our newest members. Please reach out to them as you are able. 

Alyssa Muehmel 
is the oldest of 3 siblings from 

Waterford, MI. She loves 
how hospitable 
Fellowship folks are. 

Favorite zoo animal: 
elephant 
Favorite book: The Harry 

Potter series 
Best gift: a car from her 

parents 
Favorite vacation: Florida Keys 

Alyssa speaks 2 languages: English and some French 

Katie Alley 
is from West Point, NY. She 
loves Fellowship’s 
commitment to art. 

Best gift: tickets to a 
Taylor Swift show 
Tallest building she’s 
been atop: St. Louis Arch 
Favorite family recipe: 
cheese grits 
Favorite family vacation: road 
trips to Michigan from NY 
Favorite game or sport: her family gets very competitive 
playing bocce ball!! 



More Summer Fun at Fellowship             Lindsay Small 
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Nadene Nelson 
is from Holland, MI. She says 
that Fellowship feels like 
family. 

Favorite zoo animal: 
tiger 
Favorite family vacation: 
Montana 
Favorite family recipe: 
nana’s famous chicken 
Best gift she’s ever received: 
family gatherings 
Favorite game or sport to play or watch: soccer 

Joshua & Nicoly Vis 
have two children, Mahalia 
and Luciana. Joshua is 
originally from Portage, 
MI and Nicoly is from 
Recife, Brazil. They 
enjoy the worship, 
people, and pastors at 
Fellowship 

Joshua’s favorite family 
vacation: Hawaii 
Favorite sport for Joshua: soccer 
Nicoly’s favorite book: Works of Love by Soren Kierkegaard 
They speak 2 languages: Portuguese & English  
Nicoly’s Favorite family recipes: feijão de coco 

We’re taking Table to Table on the road! 

These casual dinner groups will meet 2-3 

times over the summer for connection & 

fellowship. Sign up in the Atrium today! 

 

SUMMER DINNER CLUB: 

Meet, Greet, 

Let’s Eat 

Fellowship Groups 
Young Adults Greet and Grill 

Tuesday, June 12 from 6-8pm at the Vander Stelt’s 

If you are 18-29, we invite you to a time of connecting with others from 
our community. There will be food, games, and space to talk with one 
another. So whether you’re back from college for the summer or you have 
a job and are looking to meet new people, we would love to have you!  
 

Thortysomethings 80s Party! 

Friday, June 1 at 6:30pm in the East Room 

Break out your best leg warmers and turn up your collar! We are looking 
forward to a fun night of karaoke, Tab soda, and big bangs! 
 

Prime Timers: From Bulbs to Blooms Luncheon 

with featured guest, Gwen Auwerda, Tulip Time Director 

Tuesday, June 19, 12-1:30pm 

Learn all about tulips and Tulip Time! 

Wonderful Widows 

Join us for lunch this summer. We meet at noon: 

June 13: Bob Evans, 594 E. 24th St. 

July 11: Frank’s, 134 E. Main St., Zeeland 

August 8: Pizza Ranch, 734 E. 16th St. 
 

Free Flyers (Empty Nesters) Croquet Tournament 

Saturday, June 23, 6pm at the Jansma’s, 3655 N Lakeshore Dr. 49424 

Everyone is welcome, please RSVP to lauriesbos@chartermi.net 

Beverages and food stations will encourage you throughout the course. 
Teams will be organized upon arrival, with a sunset finish for all. 

Have fun and dress the part! Women often wear sundresses, linen, khaki 
and sun hats. Men often wear white dress shirt, polo shirt, khaki pants 
and bow tie, argyle socks and hat. However, if you want to wear 
something else- please do :) 

We are looking for six or seven croquet sets. (contact 
jansmaclan@yahoo.com if you can bring one or drop off in advance ). 

Please bring your favorite drinks and an appetizer to share.  



2165 West Lakewood Blvd. 

Holland, MI 49424 
 

 

Fellowship’s Youth Ministry would like to invite you to hang out this summer. 

Middle school events are for students about to enter 6th grade through 
entering freshman.  

High school events are for incoming freshmen through this year’s graduates.  

June 

6/3 High School Gathering, 6-8pm @ the Vander Stelt’s 

6/6 Middle School Bonfire, 6-8pm @ the Vander Stelt’s 

6/23-30 High School Ministry Summer Serve Trip 
 

July 

7/13 High School Beach Night, 6:30-8:30pm, @ Holland State Park 

7/20-22 Middle School Service Day 
 

August 

8/5 High School trip to Michigan’s Adventure 

8/19 Middle School trip to Sky Zone 

Youth Summer Events  Bryce Vander Stelt 

616.399.9280 

www.fellowshipreformed.org 

info@fellowshipreformed.org 

    OUR 

FATHER  

WHO ART IN HEAVEN, 
HALLOWED BE THY NAME, 
THY KINGDOM COME, 
THY WILL BE DONE 
ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. 
 

GIVE US THIS DAY 
OUR DAILY BREAD 
AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS. 
AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS. 
 
AND LEAD US NOT 
INTO TEMPTATION 
BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL 
FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, 
AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY,  

FOREVER. AMEN. 


