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Somewhere around my second week at Fellowship, 
someone said to me: “Fear not. You’re the new guy. 
That means you come with at least a two month 
warranty!” What a fun comment! Easily one of the 
most memorable. But there have been so many others 
too, and this place is already starting to feel like home. 
Here are a few first impressions - some surprising, 
some quirky, and some meaningful.  

First, a few surprising ones:  

 Sunday AM coffee is not the typical watered down 
church coffee. It is robust!  

 There’s a tree built into the architecture of the 
sanctuary! It is awesome.  

 Wednesday night meals are fantastic!! The food is 
delicious and the company is even better.  

 Did you know that you can regularly see wild turkey 
and deer crossing the church campus from the big 
and beautiful new office windows? They are a 
welcome distraction! 

 Contrary to popular expectations, laughter is a 
common thing in church meetings.  

A few quirky ones: 

 The new sanctuary stage has a sound to it that just 
begs to be stomped on.  

 The church has a basement and there’s all kinds of 
hidden treasures down there! 

 The best bathroom in the place is definitely the one 

with the glossy red tile floor. It is retro-chic. Have 
you found it yet? 

 Did you know that the communion bread that the 
pastor breaks on communion Sundays is called 
“Jewish Challah Bread” (from DeBoer Bakery) and 
it has seven knots in it, one for each day?   

A few meaningful ones:  

 We’re praying for you! It happens weekly at our 
staff meeting. 

 The dots you see almost everywhere matter a lot. 
Belonging, Growing, and Serving - that is what it’s 
all about!  

 We have a beautiful building, but remember…
Fellowship Church is not a building. It’s us! And it 
goes where we go. And together, both gathered 
and scattered, we have the great joy of being/
becoming the church God made us to be! 

Well, that’s all for now. I’m still learning and exploring, 
and I hope you are too. It sure is a joy to do it with 
you. In the pages that follow, you’ll find out about all 
kinds of great opportunities for involvement, stories of 
what God is doing among us, and even meet some 
new members who, like me, are gathering their own 
“First Impressions of Fellowship.” Wherever you are on 
the journey, it is my sure hope that, by God’s grace, we 
will continue on together. As they say in Narnia, 
“Further up and further in!”  

First Impressions of Fellowship     Ross Dieleman 

Lent begins on March 6 with our Ash Wednesday Service. 
We invite you to engage in the Lenten season through: 

 Sunday Morning Worship: Experience the parables through scripture performances during 
worship. Children's classes will also study the same parable. 

 The Parablog: An online blog that will engage the parable of the week. We invite you to join 
the conversation in our online Lenten devotional at www.fellowshipreformed.org/parablog. 

 Lenten Art Project: This collaboration with Joel Schoon Tanis is an interactive art project that 
points to the parables. It will be featured in the Gallery throughout Lent. 



Service Trip to St. Thomas 

This past January, a group from Fellowship Church returned to St Thomas Virgin Island to continue helping the folks 
rebuild after the devastating hurricanes last fall. I appreciate that Fellowship not only seeks to serve “right away,” 
in the relief stage of a natural disaster, but also has a passion for the long term work of development. We had a 
great experience primarily working at the home of family connected to St. Thomas Reformed Church (our host). It 
was a great trip, not just for all the work we completed, but more importantly the relationships we formed. 

Recently, a mission partner said, “I can’t tell you the story of this person’s life as well as they 
can.” In that spirit, I offer these reflections from our service week in St. Thomas. 

As I reflect on my trip to St. Thomas I think about all the places I saw God’s handiwork. Not only 
in the magnificent landscape, but also the beautiful people of St. Thomas, like the selfless people who managed the St. Thomas 
Reformed Church and the Miller home. I also witnessed God being ever so present in the people who worked with the children 
at the community center. All of these people showed their love of Christ in the way they devoted themselves and their resources 
to help make a better life for others. I felt such deep admiration for all of them and wondered if they knew what a strong 

influence they were leaving on those they were helping. God’s love and presence was evident in some very humble places. I 
thank God and Fellowship for giving me the opportunity to serve.  -Patty VanDenBrand 

 

I noticed the love the church has for the community and the people around them. They were willing to serve and care for 
folks from all walks of life. My Brother’s Workshop (church’s non-profit that helps vulnerable young men with 
vocational training) and the church are right downtown, which serves as a witness to the people in the community but 
also to the thousands of people that stop in each day from the cruise lines. I thought I would fall in love with the 
location, but I fell in love with the people and the culture instead.  -Joel Bosma 

 

We had a productive week with 11 of us scraping, painting, and clearing jungle from around the Miller’s home. We tore 
off a corrugated steel roof and replaced it. The roof was 8ft by 35ft flat, most of it over living space. We had to flash it to a 

covered deck above. We made our own brake to bend the galvanized steel: a piece of plywood and 2x6s and the end of a 
piece of 2x6 to beat the bends. Caribbean ingenuity. The biggest reward was the feeling we helped other Christians get their lives 

back together. They have so little and to lose most of it in back to back hurricanes was and still is devastating 18 months later. The end was a special event 
worshiping with people of the island in a church built in 1640. We all felt we received more than we gave.  -Bob Prins 

Fellowship on Mission              Nate Schipper 
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Her Event 

Thank you to the Uniting Against Abuse Team, and especially Linda 
Dalman, for their hard work in making this January 23rd event happen. 
Over 150 people were witness the Hope College Dance troupe’s 
performance of “Her” and took part in a panel discussion, facilitated by 
Kyle Small, on the effects of Domestic Violence. I am so grateful that 
Fellowship Church continues to be an accepting community where we can 
openly discuss difficult matters while remaining 
centered in Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Art & Service Night 

On Wednesday, February 6, an 
intergenerational group from 
Fellowship took part in a service 
project. Our mission partner, 
Mobility Worldwide, brought ten 
personal energy transportation (PET) 
carts for us to paint and decorate for 
physically handicapped children around the 
world. These carts are all-terrain wheelchairs that often bring mobility and 
independence to children who have been confined to the ground and 

mobile only with the help of a parent’s strength. 

Dale Dykema, the board chair for the local Mobility Worldwide chapter, 
shared with us a video and some information on the ministry and how 
it impacts children. Following his presentation each team painted a cart 

with a theme of their choosing. 

We praise God for the opportunity to learn and serve alongside of local 
partners making a global impact like Mobility worldwide. 



Meet Up & Eat Up             Karen Donker 
Meet Up & Eat Up is an opportunity for volunteers from Fellowship to work alongside other community agencies to 
provide a lunch for hungry children, while building relationships through recreation and art/crafts activities for 
kids during summer vacation. There are four different Meet Up & Eat Up sites in the West Ottawa School 
District. These sites are located at Leisure Estates, Holiday West, Pine Creek Elementary, and Pine Acres 
Apartments (formerly at Quincy Apartments in 2017 and 2018). 

Fellowship will be participating at Pine Acres Apartments this summer. This is exciting because Pine Acres is 
where we initially began serving in 2016. Many of the same children who participated in the Pine Acres and 
Quincy sites are expected to return again this year. Dates to volunteer will be during June and August, with 
more specifics announced in April. The time commitment is 11:30am-1:00pm, Monday-Friday. For more 
information contact Karen Donker at kldonker@fellowshipreformed.org.  

As I'm settling into this new role at Fellowship, I am eager to connect with each of you and hear about the ways you love to serve in worship 
through various expressions! This Lent and Easter we are looking for help of all ages with Scripture presentations (nothing complex!) 

If you have any musical, artistic, dramatic, or technical (audio/visual) skills that you'd like to share with our congregation (during Lent and 
Easter, or any time!), please let me know. We'd love to get you involved! Email me at jmix@fellowshipreformed.org. 

April 28, 11:15am in the Gym 

Come one, come all to a celebration of food, fun, & fellowship!  

Join us for lunch followed by an update on the life of the church during our Annual Congregational Meeting.  
Childcare offered during the meeting. 

Worship Ministry Opportunities          Jessica Mix 
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Meet Our Newest Members 

Nineteen new members were received into Fellowship on March 3. 
Take a minute to get to know them, and make sure to say hello! 

Haley & Will Prins 
are from Holland. They love the community at Fellowship and 

how it’s a place you want to invite others to. 

Favorite sports: softball and water polo 
Favorite books: To Kill a Mockingbird and Harry Potter 

Favorite gifts: a surprise trip to Europe! and a quad at age 12 

Alan, Joni, Jaysen, & Kaylin Hoezee 
are from Holland. They love the caring, friendly people at Fellowship, as 

well as the music and messages. They also enjoy the youth group. 

Tallest building we’ve been atop: Willis (Sears) Tower in Chicago 
Favorite foods: fettucine alfredo and turkey pie after Thanksgiving 
Favorite zoo animals: koala, panda, & giraffe 

Laura & Tom VanDerKolk 
Laura is from West Bloomfield, MI and Tom is from Holland. They love 
the welcoming atmosphere and how comfortable they feel here. 

Tallest building they’ve been atop: CN Tower & Willis Tower 
Favorite family vacations: Disney with the family; Italy & Israel; Mexico 
Favorite family recipes: carrot cake, pig in a blanket, stuffing 

Janette & Mike Cochran 
are originally from Hamilton, OH & have lived in Holland since 

1987. They enjoy Fellowship’s friendly, open congregation. 

Favorite books: The Moon for It’s Citizens and The Godfather 
Favorite music: Drakkar Sauna and The Beatles 

Favorite foods: chocolate & beef 

Doug & Deb DeLeeuw 
are from Holland. They enjoy Fellowship’s warm, welcoming atmosphere and the 
number of young families who are active in worship. 

Favorite family recipes: Rhubarb custard pie 
Favorite vacations: road trip to Colorado with kids; biking tour of Netherlands 

Favorite sport: bicycling, Tour de France every July 

Rachel, Jabin, & Davi Dieleman 
are from Holland. They like how Fellowship members love like Christ loves. 

Favorite zoo animal: Davi loves stingrays 
Favorite family vacation: Longboat Key, FL 

Favorite book (Jabin): The Unwanteds 
Favorite family sport: basketball 

Nick Auwerda 
is from Holland. He likes how friendly church is. 

Tallest building he’s been atop: Willis Tower in Chicago 
Languages spoken: Dutch & English 
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Len & Sherri Pilon 
have 2 children, Matt & Mitchell. They love the gracious community 

and amazing pastors & music director. 

Favorite book: anything by Greg Iles 
Favorite family vacation: Baltic Cruise to Stockholm, Estonia, & Russia 

Favorite family recipes: Huevos Rancheros 

Mary & Paul Christensen 
are from Plymouth, MI and St. Paul, MN. They love the sense of community 

and belonging at Fellowship. 

Favorite family recipe: Butterfinger cake; Favorite book: Jesus Calling 
Favorite family vacation: loop in the Upper Peninsula 
Favorite sports: football and Michigan anything! 

Shanna, Chris, Landon, & Kaitlyn Meyer 

are from Holland. They love the sense of community and spirit of outreach. 

Favorite books: A Walk to Remember and Jurassic Park 
Favorite family vacations: Ireland and Jamaica 
Favorite family recipes: carrot cake & Grandma’s Red Velvet cake 

Kendall, Jessica, Oliver, & Lily VanderKolk 
love how many people have welcomed them to Fellowship. 

Favorite books: Harry Potter & Little Women 
Favorite sport: anything U of M. Go Blue! 

Favorite family vacation: annual trip to beach in Pentwater with family 

Nate, Nicole, Izzabella, & Suzzanna Van Oss 
are from Zeeland & Holland. They like Fellowship’s sense of community, 
and outreach into the community. 

Favorite zoo animals: bear & platypus 
Favorite family vacation: Disney World & Mt. Rushmore 

Favorite family recipes: strawberry cream pie 

Glenn & Jane Lowe 
are from Rocky Hill, NJ and Holland.  

They like the warmth and welcoming spirit of the congregation. 

Favorite family vacation: bike & barge trip to Belgium & Netherlands 
Favorite sport: Hope basketball 

Tallest building we’ve been atop: Empire State building 

Chris, Tami, Annika, Hanna, & Lexi Gibson 
are from Richfield Spring, NY, Kalamazoo, & Holland. They love the strong sense of 

community, the emphasis on community & authenticity, and GEMS! 

Favorite zoo animals: hippos, red pandas, orangutans, & leopards 
Favorite gifts: tickets to see Hamilton, month-long trip to Mexico , my desk 
Favorite family vacation: the Oregon coast, Mackinac Island, & Disney World 
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Children & Family Events          Betsy Bruins 

Easter Egg Hunt, April 20 at 11:00am, Rain or Shine! 

Come to our annual egg hunt for ages 2 - 5th grade. Join us for activities 
and treats in the gym along with a reading of the Easter story, followed by 
the hunt outside in the grass "bowl" near the south parking lot. (If it is 
rainy, the Egg Hunt will be inside.) Bring your own egg basket or borrow a 
bag from church. We reuse eggs every year so please return all eggs to the 
bins provided. Eggs will be filled at church the week 
before. Let Betsy know if you can help fill eggs 
during the day the week of April 15. 
 

Cran-Hill Family Camp, June 21-23 

What's not to love about being with 
Fellowship families in God's great outdoors? 
Cran-Hill weekend is awesome people, 
yummy food, relaxation time, or as many 
fun activities as you would like. 
(Horseback riding, hayrides, tubing, 
tie-dye, archery, climbing wall, 
slingshots, beach time, swimming, 
kayaking, fishing, and turtle & frog 
races, just to name a few!) 

We would love to have you join us! 
We currently have six families signed- 
up with room for more. Any questions 
please feel free to contact Jen Solis at 
solisjennifer@att.net or 886-7612, or Pastor Nate. 

Vacation Bible School, June 10-14 

This is the "mane" event of the summer! 
ROAR VBS is for kids ages four (Kinder 

2020) through entering 5th grade. The 
theme is Life Is Wild, God Is Good. We will 
be traveling to an African savanna to 
find out bible truths of the Old Testament and how they can give us comfort 
today. We will meet Mack the rhino, a cool lion named Zion, and a very tall, 

sweet gal named Savanna, who happens to be a giraffe. The four-year-
olds and Kinders will be in their own separate area called "Little Paws 
Preschool." Wild adventure and wonderful travels await! 

VBS runs from 8:45-11:30am Monday through Friday. Kids start each 
day in the sanctuary with songs and motions, then rotate with their 

crews before returning to the sanctuary. We will have a final Safari 
Celebration on Friday from 11:00-11:30 that parents are invited to attend.  

Sign ups will be on our website soon after Spring Break. Once your child is 
signed up you will receive a FREE music CD with all the cool songs so you’ll 
know them all by the time VBS starts! 

Over 90 volunteers are needed to keep this safari moving! Positions include 
Crew Leader (adults and students entering 11th grade and up), Junior Crew 

Leader (6th grade and up), Craft and games assistants, Wild Bible 
Adventures assistants, and more. Simply sign-up as a 

volunteer on our website and 
choose your job. 

This epic African adventure 
engages the whole herd. 
At Roar, kids explore 
God’s goodness and 
celebrate a ferocious faith 

that powers them through 
this wild life. We can't wait! 

Youth Summer Events  Bryce Vander Stelt 
Power Connection 

We are excited to offer a new experience for our middle school students. We 
will be traveling to an event called Power Connection from July 26-28. It is put 
on by the RCA at Bethel University in St Paul, MN. During the weekend, 
students and leaders hear from speakers and take part in worship with 
hundreds of other middle school students. We will also spend an afternoon at 
Valley Fair amusement park. This trip is open to current 6th-8th graders. 

Summer Serve 

This summer our high school students will be heading to Camp Fowler in 
Lake Pleasant, New York, from June 22-29. During our time, we will be doing 
work and repairs on the camp including trail maintenance, cutting fire wood, 
and other projects that will help them prepare for summer campers. We are 
excited to be heading out with our 45 students and leaders! 

Fellowship Softball 

“Love is the most important thing in the world, but 
baseball is pretty good, too.” Baseball may be pretty 

good, but softball is great!  
 

Join our Co-Ed or Men’s teams!  
The Men’s team will play on Thursday 

nights; the Co-Ed team is still being 
determined. Sign up at the Welcome Center 

or look for Coach Darrin Duistermars or 
Coach Dave Kulier if you are interested! 



Financial Generosity & Stewardship        Nate Schipper 

A newly formed Generosity Team has been working for the past six months to sharpen Fellowship’s understanding of Financial Generosity and 
Stewardship. In conjunction with 5 other churches, this team is embarking on an intentional process of learning about the subject of generosity 
and creating congregation specific goals in four separate 6-month chapters for 2 full years. One of their first goals was to establish a philosophy 
of Generosity and stewardship for Fellowship that would guide our work for the following years. Alongside of the consistory, they created the 
following document: 

As Christians we believe that God moves from a place of generosity and abundance. This is most known to us in God’s gift 
to the world in sending Jesus Christ to us. We also experience that abundance in the gift of the Holy Spirit and the new 
life we have in Christ. We believe that our response is to mimic God’s generosity by sharing the gifts we’ve been given. 
We do this by telling others the good news of Jesus, loving others, and sharing our financial resources. 

Generosity is not about raising money or funding the ministry of Fellowship Church. Rather, it is about growing as 
disciples, not because God wants more from us, but because God wants more for us. Which is to say generosity grows 
our hearts in love for God especially when we give sacrificially. It’s an expression of our faith and an opportunity for 
us to grow as disciples of Jesus. 

We embrace and encourage grace-filled generosity and intentional stewardship. We are able to be most 
generous when we are good stewards of our God-given resources. This starts by being intentional 
about our financial spending and giving. 

At Fellowship, we encourage giving that is proportionate to the gifts we receive. We strive to 
continually grow in our generosity while always seeking to be sacrificial by placing our trust not in our 
own resources, but in the God who blesses us with them. Most of all we encourage joyful giving--
reflecting our Lord who, though he was rich, became poor for us, and did so joyously. 

We celebrate the ways in which God’s purposes have already been enacted through our shared ministry. 
As we look ahead, we anticipate God continuing to propel us into mission through our shared gifts. 

God has been propelling us further into mission through our shared gifts in 2018. As we reflect back on 
the past 9 months we are filled with gratitude for the response we received at the end of the 2018 calendar 
year. Thanks to those gifts and a good January, our 2018/2019 budget is currently: 

Through our deacon spotlights we have also given over $20,000 to 
local & global mission partners! Thanks be to God! 

We are hopeful that we can finish our budget year (ending June 30) 
with as much positive momentum as we did at the end of 2018. This 
will not only bless our shared ministry together, but also allow us to 
creatively engage in new opportunities to which God might be calling. 
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Final Transition Updates              Steve Braunius 

We posted our first transition blog update 
(www.fellowshipreformed.org/transition) 

on May 3, 2017 when we embarked 
on our pastoral transition. We didn’t 
anticipate the additional worship 
director search, nor the length of 
time the process would take. As 

Rodger Price, former President of the 
Congregation said, this was a time to 

exercise our faith muscle. So, we did.  

We prayed, worked hard, listened to each other, paused, regrouped, 
listened to the Spirit, and prayed some more. And now we are starting a 

new chapter in the life and ministry of Fellowship Church. We begin this 
chapter by welcoming Pastor Ross Dieleman as Pastor of Congregational 
Formation and Jessica Mix as Minister of Creative Arts and Worship. 

As we look forward to whatever may come, let’s keep remembering to 
pray, work hard, listen to each other, pause, regroup, listen to the Spirit, 
and pray some more. As we do this, let’s also continue sharing our 
dreams of how Fellowship might be a place of hope, peace, and 
restoration to this world. God has been, is, and will be doing more than 
we can ask or imagine. 

We will be shutting down the transition blog in May. Before we do, take 
a look and celebrate how God was at work through it all. 

July 1 , 2018 - January 31, 2019 

Offerings (Income)  $982,777.61 

Budget (Expenses)  $899,568.89 

Net Positive balance  $245,202.66 



2165 West Lakewood Blvd.  Holland, MI 49424 

616.399.9280     www.fellowshipreformed.org 

Ash Wednesday 

March 6, dinner at 5:45pm; service at 6:30pm 
Ash Wednesday signals the beginning of the season of Lent, the six weeks 
of preparation before Easter. The traditional sign of the ashes (a sign of 
our mortality and repentance) will be offered at this service where 
worshippers are invited to reflect on the realities of the human condition 
and joyfully respond to redemption in Jesus Christ. A soup, salad, & 
bread dinner will be served at 5:45pm. 
 

Maundy Thursday - A Parable Feast 

April 18, 6:00pm 
Join us as we engage the parables of Lent through food, symbol, and 
song. A fun night for all ages. RSVP at www.fellowshipreformed.org. 
 

Good Friday 

April 19, 6:30pm 
A reflective service where we are invited to recount and respond to 
the events of Christ’s death and burial. 

Easter Sunday, April 21 

9:00am and 10:30am 
Join us as we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus. Nursery and Children & Worship available. 

March 3 
Matthew 16:24--17:8  

March 6 Ash Wednesday 
Matthew 18:1-9  

March 10 (Better Together Sunday) 

Matthew 18:15-35  

March 17 
Matthew 20:1-16  

March 24 
Matthew 22:1-14  

March 31 (Better Together Sunday) 
Matthew 25:1-13  

April 7 
Matthew 25:31-46  

April 14 Palm Sunday 
Matthew 21:1-17  

April 19 Good Friday 
Matthew 27:27-61  

April 21 Easter Sunday (Everybody Worships) 
Matthew 28:1-10  

April 28 
Matthew 28:16-20  

May 5 
Acts 10:1-17, 34-48  

May 12 
Acts 13:1-3; 14:8-18  

May 19 
Romans 1:1-17  

May 26 (Better Together Sunday) 
Romans [3:28-30] 5:1-11  

Better Together Sermon Series 


