
December 2O16 

Artist Cohort Update 

The Artist Cohort has returned after an exciting and successful launch last 
year with help from a Vital Worship Grant from the Calvin Institute for 
Christian Worship. The Cohort faces new challenges this year as they seek to 
navigate a new year without the aid of an artist in residence. However, the 
group is rising to the occasion as evidenced by some amazing solo and 
collaborative work being created for Advent and Christmas. If you are 
looking for a space for explore your creativity, please take advantage of our 
open studio hours on Wednesdays from noon to 8pm. The Art Studio is 
currently located in MC35. If you are an artist seeking community with other 
artists please consider joining this group. The Cohort meets in the Art Studio 
most Monday evenings at 7pm. Go to fellowshipreformed.org/worship and 
follow the link under “Get Involved” to let us know you’re interested. 

Financial Update 

As we near the end of the calendar year, we need your help. With the 
opening of our new facility, we have increased expenses in our General 
Fund to support utilities, insurance, cleaning, and landscaping. Please 
consider how you might be able to give either a one-time gift or a recurring 
gift that will help support Fellowship. You can do this quickly and easily 
through our website at www.fellowshipreformed.org/give 

Over this fiscal year (July-
November) we have received 
$394,443 for the general fund. 
This is $125,598 less than we 
would expect to receive by this 
time to meet the budget. During 
this same time span, we have 
received $57,064 toward the 
mission fund. It is $2,506 below what we would expect by this time to meet 
our commitments. 

$2,552 was received for our November Christian Aid. It was designated for 
internal requests which are funds used to support special needs that come 
up in the community and congregation. These funds are typically used to 
help people with utility payments, food, and housing. 

Our Thanksgiving Eve service was a wonderful time of worship where we 
gave thanks for what God has done, is doing, and will do. We received 
$2,071 for the Thanksgiving offering. This money is designated to Pine Creek 
Elementary (where we minister through Hand2Hand). The funds will assist 
the school in opening for a day during Christmas Break to provide food and 
activities for less resourced children. 

Thank you for prayerfully and joyfully continuing to give to the work God is 
doing locally and globally through our church. 

 

Weather Cancellations 

We will make every attempt to alert you if any events are cancelled at 
Fellowship due to bad weather. It is Fellowship’s policy to cancel evening 
activities if West Ottawa Public Schools closes or cancels their evening 
activities. Information will be posted on the website, Facebook, and the 
church’s voicemail service. You can also watch WOODTV, WZZM, WWMT or 
listen to WHTC (1450AM) for cancellation information.  

Happy 50th Birthday, Fellowship Church...Officially! 

It was 50 years ago, on December 6, 1966 that Fellowship Church was 
officially organized as a congregation in the Reformed Church in America. 
Fellowship was planted on June 12, 1966 and met in the gym of Waukazoo 
Elementary. Before a church can be officially organized, it needs to show 
that it is self-supporting financially and has all the necessary infrastructure. 
Today, it typically takes a new church start three to four years or more 
before they are self-supporting. But due to God's provision through the 
generosity of so many of the charter members, Fellowship Church reached 
that point in only six months! We give God thanks for these charter 
members who are still with us:   

Consistory Nominations 

Leadership matters! This is true in any family, group, organization or 
community. And it is especially true in the life and mission of the local 
church. This is the time of year when we look to you to help us discern who 
God may be calling to serve in leadership on Fellowship’s Consistory. All 
confessing members 21 years or older are eligible, with the exception of 
those who are ineligible because of recent Consistory service. Please 
complete a nominations form and place in the ballot box at the Welcome 
Center or submit names online at http://goo.gl/l4MSfa by January 8. 

Stu and Jane Baker 

Paul and Millie Bekker 

Howard and Nelvia Bouwman 

Norm and Bonnie Bruursema 

Ardie DeVries 

Aleda DeWeerd  

Leon Meyers  

Mike McLarty 

June Reimink 

Thelma Righterink 

Jeanne Sanford 

Doris Vander Kooi 

http://fellowshipreformed.org/worship
http://www.fellowshipreformed.org/give
http://goo.gl/Beyb6E
http://goo.gl/l4MSfa


Celebrate the Christmas Season with Fellowship 

Art with the Cohort during Advent 

Each week in Advent, a new, original painting will be revealed in the narthex 
outside of the sanctuary. This series of paintings, created by Fellowship's 
Artist Cohort, seeks to use images of trees to invite worshipers to reflect 
further on the scripture and theme for each Sunday in Advent. Worshipers 
are invited to visit the paintings and take home a corresponding card with 
reflections, prayers, and practices for the week.  

Blue Christmas, Sunday, December 11, 2pm 

The holidays can be a difficult time when you are experiencing darkness, 
loss, or grief. Sometimes this is a death, sometimes the loss of a job, the 
experience of aging, a broken relationship, or a family member's sickness. 

Fellowship's Blue Christmas service is for anyone experiencing sadness 
during the holidays. Join us for a quiet service of music and prayer as we 
journey through darkness and look to Christ for light. Talk to Pastor Lindsay 
for more information (lsmall@fellowshipreformed.org). 
 

Christmas Caroling, Sunday, December 18, 4:30pm 

All are invited to this fun intergenerational event. We will gather at the 
church from 4:30-5:00pm for fellowship and to enjoy some Christmas 
goodies. Then we will break up into caroling groups and head out to bless 
some of our seniors in their homes and area care facilities. Please bring a 
plate of goodies to share with everyone. Sign up at the Welcome Center. 

Buenos Dias from Adrian and Bernardeth! 

This past month, Pastor Nate had the opportunity to visit our Focus Mission 
Partners Adrian Bobb and Bernardeth Kelly who are our mission partners in 
Bluefields, Nicaragua. They are a dynamic couple doing some fantastic 
ministry in an isolated city of Nicaragua along the Caribbean Sea. Adrian is 
currently serving as an interim pastor in Bluefields but also works with a 
team of village pastors whom he empowers and equips for ministry in their 
home village. Bernardeth is a certified nurse who spent the week I was 
there equipping rural village midwives in best practices. Her heart beats for 
the children of the Bluefields area where she has started a number of 
community develop initiatives aimed at empowering children and youth to 
climb out of poverty. Together they are witnessing God transform their 
neighborhood one child, one pastor, and one person at a time. 

The road to development is 
difficult in Nicaragua. As the 
second poorest country in the 
Western Hemisphere - only 
Haiti is worse off, Nicaragua 
relies on outside support. The 
two areas in which the RCA 
targets our ministry is Bluefields 
(via Adrian and Bernardeth) 
and the mountain villages in the 
northern part of the country through an indigenous organization called CEPAD. 
Both of these communities, because of their distance and the challenge of in- 
country, transportation are isolated from the capital city of Managua. 
Community development in these areas is extremely challenging, so they 
focus on empowering local leaders to reach full potential. 

If you would like to experience the realities of life in Nicaragua and witness 
the ways in which God is at work transforming lives, please consider joining a 
team from Fellowship on a Mission Awareness Trip March 18-25. An 
informational meeting will take place on Sunday, December 11 at 11:15am in 
MC34. If you would like to talk to someone about the trip, contact Pastor Nate. 

Continue to hold our partners in Nicaragua up in prayer, especially as 
Bluefields was recently struck with the edge of a hurricane. No one major 
damage was done, but the storm and flooding made life more difficult for 
an already challenged community. 

Christmas Eve Children and Family Service, 4pm 

This service is especially geared toward families and young children. It is a 
service of lessons, carols, and candlelight. Children may come in costume or 
may borrow a costume that evening, and may dress as angels, shepherds, 
kings, Mary, Joseph, and animals. We have an impromptu "pageant" where 
children will be called up to the platform to be a part of the Christmas story, 
and will be asked to come up when it is their time to participate. The service 
concludes with everyone lighting candles with their families and singing. 
This year we are going to have the 4pm service in the new sanctuary. Let 
Betsy know if you would like to help with the pageant either as a greeter for 
families, a costume helper, or sitting with children in the service up front.  
 

Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols, 8pm 

A festive service of Lessons & Carols led by the Festival Choir and 
Fellowship's Christmas Eve Orchestra. Worship includes a candlelight 
service and an invitation to join the choir in singing Hallelujah from 
Handel's Messiah.  

 

Christmas Eve Candlelit Communion Service, 11pm 

Vocal and instrumental solos add to the intimacy of this late night service as 
we proclaim Christ’s birth and offer our lives to God for the world. 
 

Sunday, December 25 & Sunday, January 1 

We invite you to join us for worship at 10am on 
Christmas Day and New Years’ Day. These are both 
Everybody Worships Sundays. There will be no 
Sunday School classes for 1st grade and up. 
Children and Worship kids ages 3-5 can go into the 
nursery on those mornings, where we will be 
showing a video and doing some crafts. Contact 
Betsy if you would be willing to help in the nursery.  

 

Office Closures 

The office will be closed in observance of the holidays on Monday, 

December 26, Friday, December 30, and Monday, January 2. We will have 

limited hours December 27-29. 
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