
Faithful Generosity Needed 
Thank you for your generosity toward what God is doing 
through Fellowship. We have received $179,307.66 toward 
the construction project since July 1, 2015 which puts us at 
57% of funds received toward pledges! Please note that any 
gifts that you note for “facilities” will go to the new facility and 
be recorded toward your commitments. Additional 
commitment cards are available at the Welcome Center if you 
would like to join us in this exciting opportunity. 

Our church budget is voted on each year at our April 
Congregational Meeting. The church fiscal year then 
starts July 1 following that budget. For budgeting purposes, 
we take the total amount of the General Fund budget and 
split it across 12 months which gives us a projected amount 
we should receive each Sunday. This does not exactly match 
the actual expenditures of our church or the giving seasons of 
the year but is a good reference point as we all consider our 
giving. 

Over this fiscal year (July-December 8) we have received 
$406,614.05 for the general fund. This is $43,302.34 less 
than we would expect to receive by this time to meet budget. 
During this same time span we have received $59,067.50 
toward the mission fund. It is $4,423.13 below what we 
would expect by this time to meet our commitments. 

Over the past months we have received the following toward 
Christian Aid: 

October—Center for Women in 
Transition: $1,671.00 

November—Internal Christian Aid: 
$1,838.00 

 Thanksgiving—Pine Creek Elementary: 
$4,497.25 

December—Young Life: $1,010.00 (so far) 

Thank you for prayerfully and joyfully 
continuing to give to the work God is doing 
locally and globally through our church. 

Dec 2015/Jan 2016 

Take Part in Our Christmas Eve Services 
Come join us at 4:00pm for our Family Service. This is an 

impromptu Christmas pageant in the Great 
Room where children can come up to the 
front and take part in the Christmas Story. 
Children may wear costumes from home or 
borrow a costume from church. We need 
shepherds, a king, Joseph, Mary, angels, 
and animals. We sing Christmas carols and 
everyone gets to light a candle later in the 
service.  

The 8:00pm service of Lessons and Carols features our Choir 
and Orchestra. Join us for a service of lights and in the singing 
of Handel’s Messiah. 

The 11:00pm service features soloists and ensembles, holy 
communion, and a candlelit service of lights.  

Contact Jordan if you would like to take part as a musician. 
 

Join Us for Christmas Caroling! 
Join us in sharing the Christmas spirit 
at the homes of Fellowship members 
on December 20. Please bring 
goodies to share with everyone at 
church from 5:30-6:00. Afterward we 
will head out in groups to the north 
and south side for caroling. Sign up on the poster by the 
Welcome Center. 

More information at www.fellowshipreformed.org  
or call 616.399.9280 

10 Years of Faithful Service 

On January 1, 2016, we celebrate that 
Dennis Roelofs has been serving 
Fellowship full-time for 10 years. Please 
take time to share with him how much 
you appreciate him and what he does. 
He faithfully prepares our spaces for 
worship, gathering, education, funerals, 
weddings, rentals, and family events. He 
also arrives early during the winter to 
ensure that the snow is cleared and 

walks are ice free. During the week it is not unusual to find 
Dennis at work at 3:30 am. By being at church before 
everyone else he has often been able to catch issues around 
the building or the grounds before anyone even knew it was 
a problem. 

Dennis has requested to transition to part-time, as of January 
4, 2016. Julie Roelofs will be increasing her part-time hours 
so, between the two of them, custodial work can be 
completed.  

We give thanks to Dennis and Julie for cleaning and 
maintaining our building and reminding us that it is God's 
house and we should all care for it well. We also give thanks 
for their continuing service. As we look to opening the new 
sanctuary, the Building & Grounds Team will be reviewing 
options like contracted services to augment Dennis and 
Julie's availability. 
 

HSM Winter Retreat  
We are excited to announce that 
on January 22-24, the High School 
Ministry will be heading to Gull Lake 
Ministries for a weekend of ice skating, 
climbing walls, bowling, learning 
together, and much more! The cost of 
this weekend is $99 and that covers all 
of your expenses for the trip. Mark 
your calendars now and please contact Stacey Duensing 
at sduensing@fellowshipreformed.org for more information.  



Pastor Marijke Called to Lead in Canada 
It is with a mixture of sadness and joy that 
Pastor Marijke Strong has discerned a call to 
return to Canada and assume a key 
leadership position in the Reformed Church 
as the Executive Secretary of the Regional 
Synod of Canada. (See the letter at the 
Welcome Center for more information). 

Marijke’s last Sunday with us will be January 
24. You are invited to write a card or note of 
gratitude/encouragement and place it in the marked box at the 
Welcome Center. We would also like to gather a special “love 
offering” and present it to Marijke on January 24. You can make 
a contribution by mailing or dropping off a gift to the church 
office (please indicate “love offering for Pastor Marijke”). 

The Human Resource Team is working on a transition plan and 
will be forming a Search Team in January to begin the search 
process for our two open pastoral positions. In the meantime, 
Pastor Brian and Pastor Janelle will continue to be available for 
pastoral care emergencies. And we are grateful to have such a 
wonderful Parish Nurse in Linda Hutchison, as well as a strong 
team of lay leaders who have gifts in pastoral care. In addition, 
Pastor Jim Baar has agreed to serve “on contract” on a very part 
time basis as needed during this time of transition.  

We will keep you updated on the next steps in the search 
process, and if you have any questions or comments, please 

feel free to talk with Bob Ellis or any 
member of the Human Resource Team 
(Sandy Alverson, Steve Braunius, Kristen 

Garris, Matt Metcalf, Mary Moore 
and Carol Wagner 

(chairperson)). 

Calling Members to Lead 

This is the time of year when we need your help to discern who 
God may be calling to serve in leadership at Fellowship. All 
confessing members 21 or older are eligible, with the exception of 
those who recently served on Consistory. As you prayerfully 
discern your nominations, please remember:  

A Consistory member should be personally committed to 
Christ, be growing in their faith, exhibit the gift of servant 
leadership, and be an active participant in the worship, life 
and mission of Fellowship Church. 

Ministry Leadership Elders and Deacons (MLC) work 
together to ensure the development and realization of 
Fellowship’s mission and give overall strategic direction to 
the church.  

Care Leadership Elders and Deacons (CLC) help create an 
environment where people belong to God and each other, 
share together the joys and struggles of a life of 
discipleship, and join God’s mission in our broader 
community and world through acts of service and outreach. 

Nominees for the office of elder (CLC/MLC): 

 have a love for God’s Word & are spiritually wise and 
discerning 

 have a strong desire to help others grow in their faith 

Nominees for the office of deacon (CLC/MLC): 

 have the spiritual gift of mercy & a heart for outreach 
(evangelism and justice) 

 possess wisdom in financial matters 

 love serving others and caring for God’s creation. 

Please complete a nominations form and place in the ballot box 
at the Welcome Center or submit names online at http://goo.gl/
forms/AjnpAKRG3Q. 

Thank you for your prayerful nominations. We are grateful for 
the strong pool of leaders we have in our church! 

 
Online Giving 
Look for information in January on how you can make online 
contributions to Fellowship. 

Imagine Update 
The steel is going up for the walls of the offices 
and the new sanctuary! We celebrate entering 
this next phase of construction. While this 

work is being done, the laminated timber beams 
are being built. The timber beams will be constructed and then 
delivered in early February. At that time 
the sanctuary timbers and beams will 
be lifted into place and the roof will be 
put in place.  

The Facility Planning Team along with 
other teams continue to do work 
around office interiors, interior design for the new sanctuary, 
and plans for re-purposing the existing sanctuary. We have also 
had the opportunity to visit the steel plant near Grand Rapids 
where the steel beams were fabricated, as well as the seating 
manufacturer in Ohio to learn about how the proposed chairs 
for the sanctuary are constructed. 

Please note: the new entrance off of 
Lakewood Boulevard will be closed for 
the winter to prevent damage from 
plowing. 

HOPE Christmas Store 

THANK YOU to everyone who helped make 
the HOPE Christmas Store such a wonderful 
blessing for the 50 FAMILIES, including 170 
kids, from Lakewood, Fellowship, and New 
Community 4th Reformed, who came to shop on 

December 5th! Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated!! Also, THANK YOU Christmas 
Cookie Bakers! All of our guests remarked 
on how delicious and beautiful your 
cookies were! 


