
During the fall of my senior year in 
high school, my father made an 

incredibly gracious and loving 
decision on my behalf. In order 
to coach the team that I played 
on, he chose to put his head 
coaching football career at 

Fennville High School on hold 
for a year and assume the 

position of volunteer assistant at 
Holland High School. As a high school 

kid, I was blind to the sacrifice he made and ignorant of the steps he 
had to coordinate in order to make that happen. He made a 
commitment to me that I didn’t completely grasp, but which would 
prove significant to us both.  

In the middle of that season, I remember a significant 
conversation the two of us had about my commitment to football. 
As one of my team’s coaches, he could see my effort level in 
practice and the number of times I lifted in the summer. As a 
parent, he saw how late I stayed up the night before and what I 
ate (or didn’t eat) for breakfast as I ran out the door for practice. It 
was only a couple weeks into practice when he emotionally asked 
me, “Are you all-in for your football team?” His question begged 
me to consider how my actions did or did not reflect my 
commitment. 

This past year, Fellowship’s staff has been “all in,” going the extra 
mile, learning new skills, and stepping into unknown spaces. 
Through this experience, God has revealed that the ministry of 
Fellowship is better when we’re all in together. 

So we invite you to join us. Not just in our attitude but also in the 
way we do ministry together. Our staff has been busy dreaming of ways 
in which we might Belong, Grow, and Serve as an inter-
generational body. Here are some of the ways we anticipate living 
that out: 

“Better Together” Integrated Sunday Experience: Every 
Sunday we gather as the body of Christ here at Fellowship Church. 
This year, the Sunday School curriculum has been intentionally 
chosen to integrate with the worship texts. This means that starting 
September 9, every person who comes to Fellowship, no matter 
their age, will be engaging with the same scripture text. Our 
dream is that families will be more equipped to have faith-
centered conversations around the stories and characters they 
meet in the Bible each and every week. These Sunday experiences 
will be enhanced by weekly devotionals to use at home.  

All-Church Retreat: Mark your calendars for March 8-10 as the 
entire congregation will be invited and encouraged to participate 
in an inter-generational retreat that has something for everyone. 
We will eat together, worship together, and play together, all 
while growing closer to one another as fellow children of Christ. 

Inter-Generational Service Opportunities: We are 
planning a number of opportunities for people of all ages to 
participate in service to our church, community and world 
together. Our first inter-generational service project is scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 3. 

We invite you to become inspired and get involved! Are you ready 
to go all in for Christ through the ministry of Fellowship Church? 
After all, we’re better together. 

All In            Nate Schipper 
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We celebrated our 3rd successful summer of Meet 
Up & Eat Up, in partnership with other community 
agencies, at Quincy Apartments. Here are some of 
the highlights: 

 Over 50 Fellowship volunteers spent a portion 
of their summer building relationships with 80 
kids who showed up daily to enjoy a hot lunch, 
hear stories, do arts & crafts, and play games. 

 Special guests provided more fun for all: Black 
belt karate demonstration/instruction, visits 
with the Ottawa County Sheriff Department, 
Holland City Polar Patrol, Critter Barn, & Hope 
College Summer Repertoire Theatre Troupe. 

 Our SHOES (Sharing Hope on Every Sole) 
Project provided each child at Quincy 
Apartments a new pair of shoes and socks as 
they prepare to head back to school. 

We are grateful to everyone who participated in 
these and other mission opportunities this summer. 
They show us the many ways we live out our vision 
“to join Jesus in ministry.” Make sure to ask each  
other what you did on summer vacation! 

September 9 Kick-Off Sunday 
Genesis 6:5-22; 8:6-12; 9:8-17 

September 16 
Genesis 12:1-9 

September 23 
Genesis 39:1-23 

September 30 
Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 21-29 

October 7 
Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17 

October 14 
Joshua 24:1-15 

October 21 
2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27; 12:1-9 

October 28 
1 Kings 3:4-9, 16-28 

November 4 
2 Kings 5:1-15a 

November 11 
Micah 5:2-5a; 6:6-8 

November 18 
Isaiah 36:1-3, 13-20; 37:1-7  

November 25 Christ the King 
Jeremiah 1:4-10; 7:1-11  

Everyone has a story to tell about what they did on 
summer vacation. We all hear about trips to the 
lake, long car rides with the family, and s’mores 
around the campfire. This year, we may hear a few 
different stories with a more missional bent. From 
our youngest at VBS to our youth serving folks in 
Texas to members of all ages connecting with the 
families at Quincy Apartments through Meet Up & 
Eat Up, Fellowship has been making memories by 
engaging in the missional life of the church. 

In June, a very energetic group of 84 middle 
schoolers, high schoolers, college kids, and adults of 
all ages volunteered their time to be with about 125 
kids every day at VBS. And what a week! Children 
learned that Jesus rescues us from our loneliness 
and our struggles. Kids rocked the stage with songs 
like Never Let Go Of Me, My Lighthouse, and Eye of 
the Storm. The mornings were spent creating great crafts, 
playing gym games, doing Bible Adventures, and 
watching a special video. Children and helpers 
looked up Bible verses for the week and got into 
some great discussions. On the last day, the kids 
shared with their parents the songs they had 
learned. We had an awesome time diving deep into 
God's love for us!  

From June 23 to 30, a group of 36 high school 
students and leaders traveled to Beaumont, TX to 
help with hurricane relief. During the week we 
worked on three houses. Our projects included dry 
walling, mudding, taping, painting, and flooring. It 
was a gift to get to know the residents of the houses 
we were working in, as well as the church that 
hosted us. We felt God at work in Beaumont and 
were thankful to be a part of it. 

My Summer Vacation          Fellowship Staff 

Meet Up & Eat Up Update: 

The middle of June brought difficult 
news for those living at Quincy 
Apartments. The bankruptcy of the 
evergreen nursery that owns it puts 
at risk their livelihoods, as well as 
their homes. Prayers are requested 
as the situation continues to unfold. 



Don’t Miss These Fall Events 

August 

26 Kids Hope and Hand2Hand Prayer Walk 
 (immediately following 10:00am worship)  
 

September 

2 Labor Day Weekend; Blood Pressure Clinic, 9:30am 

9 Kick-Off Sunday! 
 Services at 8:30 and 10:00am 

12 Wonderful Widows lunch, noon at Public 

 Community Nights begin with dinner at 5:45pm 
 Kingdom Kids, GEMS, Explorers Boys’ Club 
 Elevate Middle School Group 
 Better Together Bible Study, Community Conversations Class 

23 Confirmation Class starts, 9:45-11:15 

25 Caregivers Support Group, 3pm at Fellowship 

27 Wonderful Widows breakfast, 9am at IHOP 
 

October 

3 Inter-generational Service Project, 5:45pm 

7 Blood Pressure Clinic, 9:30am 
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8 Hand2Hand bag deliveries begin 
 at Lakewood, Pine Creek, and Dunes 

10 Wonderful Widows lunch, noon at Beechwood 

15 Kids Hope USA begins 

17 Flu Shot Clinic, 5-7pm 

23 Caregivers Support Group, 3pm at Fellowship 

24 Fall Festival starting at 5:45pm 

26 Wonderful Widows breakfast, 9am at IHOP 

28 Kick-Off for HOPE Christmas Store 
 

November 

4 Blood Pressure Clinic, 9:30am 

14 Wonderful Widows lunch, noon at Vee’s 

21 Thanksgiving Eve Service 

27 Caregivers Support Group, 3pm at Fellowship 

30 Wonderful Widows breakfast, 9am at IHOP 
 

December 

1 HOPE Christmas Store  

Health Ministry Updates           Linda Hutchison 

The next Health Ministry Team (HMT) will be Monday, September 
17 at 1pm. We look forward to another year of ways to promote health and 
wellness for our community. Please contact our parish nurse, Linda 
Hutchison, if you are interested in joining our wonderful team. 

Annual Flu Shot Clinic will be held on Wednesday Oct ober17 from 5-
7pm. There will be a sign up on the health bulletin board (across from the 
nursery) closer to the date. Walgreens will be providing the vaccines at no 
cost to participants. 

The Alzheimer’s Association of Grand Rapids is starting a Memory Café 
for anyone with or concerned about memory loss, along with their family, 
friends, or care partners. They meet the third Wednesday of each month 
from 9:30-11am at Russ’ (1060 Lincoln Ave.) for a social activity with those 
travelling the same journey. Registration is required prior to attending by 
calling 800.272.3900 or emailing helplinegmc@alz.org. 

Search Team Update 
Our search team is contacting lead pastor 

candidates who were not able to consider a 
call during the first round to see if the timing 
is now right for them, and is also receiving 

new applications. They are interviewing 
possible candidates on a rolling basis. Thank 
you for your prayers over the entire process. 
As we wait, we celebrate the many ways that 

God is at work in and through our 
congregation. 
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