
You hear one of us pastors say it every week in 
worship: 

Our mission at Fellowship Church is to love God and 
others, as an accepting community, centered in 
Christ, focused on developing faithful followers of 
Jesus. 

This mission really is the heart of who we are and 
what we want to be about as a local expression of 
Christ’s body. It’s a call to discipleship- to develop 
as faithful followers of Jesus. And we affirm that 
this call to discipleship is a life-long process of 
transformation. None of us ever fully arrive on this 
side of the grave.  

This process of transformation happens best 
through three key aspects: belonging, growing, and 
serving. 

We’ve been created to belong--to God in Christ 
and to one another as God’s family. 

As those who belong to God, we’re also called to 
grow--into the character of Christ and become 
more like Jesus in all we desire, think, say, and do. 

And we’ve been empowered by the Holy Spirit to 
serve--to use our time, talent, and treasure to 
serve in the body of Christ and also to serve our 
neighbor through a missional lifestyle. 

Over the next 9 months, we’ll be giving emphasis 
to these three key aspects of discipleship. I want to 
encourage you to consider these questions for 
yourself (and your family):  

 What is one way I’m getting connected to 
community at Fellowship? 

 What is one way that I’m taking responsibility for 
growing as a disciple? 

 What is one way that I’m using my gifts to serve 
God and others?  

My hope is that this newsletter may provide you 
some avenues by which you can more deeply 
belong, grow and serve (Check out the 2016-17 
Ministry Guide as well. Copies are available at the 
Welcome Center or on the church website). If you 
need some help discovering different avenues and 
entry points, please talk to any member of the staff 
as we’d love to be of assistance to you. 

It’s a great time to be a part of what God is doing 
in and through Fellowship. Don’t be a spectator on 
the sidelines; instead, I want to encourage you to 
get in the game! 

We’re in this together. 

Grace and Peace,  

Let’s Get in the Game             Brian Keepers 
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This past summer, the people of Fellowship were 
given the opportunity to partner with folks from 
several other community agencies (Department of 
Health and Human Services, Ottawa County Sheriff 
Department, Herrick Library, and West Ottawa 
Public School Food Service) to build a relationship 
with the kids who live at Pine Acres through a 
program called Meet Up & Eat Up. Fifty three 
people from Fellowship, ages 3-75 made the 
commitment to show up for about an hour and a 
half each day over a 5 week period to read, play 
games, and assist with arts & craft projects. Here 

is a little more about Pine Acres so you can 
become more familiar with it.  

Where is Pine Acres? Pine Acres Apartments are 
located on the north side of Holland just off 144th 

Ave. on New Holland Street. It is home for about 100 
migrant families, who live at Pine Acres from March-

November. Most of the families have children who 
attend West Ottawa schools and live there year-round.  

What is Meet Up & Eat Up? Meet Up & Eat Up is a child 
nutrition program that seeks to feed children during 
summer break at designated sites in which at least 50% 
of the children who live in that defined area are eligible 
for free or reduced price breakfast or lunch. Last 
summer there were 5 Meet Up & Eat Up sites in the 
West Ottawa School district, Pine Acres was one of 
those sites. 

Why did Fellowship get involved with Meet Up & Eat Up 
at Pine Acres? For the two previous summers, the 
Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS) 
actively recruited other community agencies, churches, 
and organizations, to partner with them, to no avail. 
DHHS needed additional volunteers to facilitate a meal 
and recreation. It was through our Hand2Hand ministry 
that Fellowship heard about the need and responded. 

Our involvement at Pine Acres bore much fruit in 
the lives of the community of Pine Acres and 
Fellowship Church. For those of us who 
volunteered, it raised our awareness of the needs 
in our own community, and provided an easy and 
fun way to build relationships with kids who crave 
new experiences and love to have fun.  

It would be easy to wonder if our presence at the 
camp really made a difference to the kids, parents, 
or grandparents we interacted with. A surprise 
fiesta lunch on our final day at Pine Acres, complete 
with tamales, traditional Mexican rice, tacos, mole 
meat sauce, and drinks made by the grandmothers 
at Pine Acres, affirmed the mutual value of the 
relationship.  One of the most frequent questions 
asked by the kids on our final day was, “Will you 
be back next summer?” There is little doubt that 
love, appreciation, and gratitude flowed both ways 
in our relationship with Pine Acres. 

Belong, Grow, Serve in Our Community     Karen Donker 

Nicaragua Mission Partnership       Nate Schipper 

Have you wondered how you can be a part of our focused mission partnership with Nicaragua?  

In the past year, Fellowship has been laying the ground work to make a significant relational connection 
with our RCA mission partner in Bluefields, Nicaragua – Tabitha’s House. Tabitha’s House offers medical 
clinics to rural villagers, provides nutrition and hygiene training, and seeks foster homes for at-risk boys and 
girls of the region. Their mission aligns well with our church’s commitment to children and especially those 
who are most vulnerable. 

We are currently planning a mission awareness trip to Bluefields for March 18-25. This trip will 
provide us with an opportunity to further our relationship with Adrian and Bernardeth Bobb-Kelly 
while also engaging in the work that God is doing through them. 

If you are interested in learning more about this trip, come to our informational meeting on 
December 11 at 11:30am (immediately following the 10am service) in MC31. You may also email 
Pastor Nate at nschipper@fellowshipreformed.org. 
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HOPE Christmas Store            Karen Donker 

And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love.  1 Corinthians 13:13 

Hope is central to our Christian faith. We are told that in the end, our sufferings will produce hope– an 
assurance of a time when all of our tears and sadness and pain will disappear, a time when sin will be no 
more, a time when the kingdom will return in all of its fullness. Hope is important. 

Which is why when I asked Marian, a 16 year-old Palestinian student, where she saw hope, I expected to hear 
her name something, anything. Instead, she responded, “There is no hope.” Marian went on to explain to me 
that every day living in Beit Sahour is like living in a prison, and so she desires to go to college in Greece and never 
return. She deeply desires freedom– freedom from the wall that surrounds her city, freedom 
from the Israeli Defense Forces who selectively enter homes without warrant, freedom 
from the terrorist label put on all of her people despite the fact that most are 
peaceful and hardworking. Marian simply wants to be treated like a human. 

Over the course of our week in Beit Sahour at the Shepherd’s High School, I 
was able to get to know Marian– to laugh and joke and discuss serious 
issues– and when we returned from Israel, I had the opportunity to video 
chat with Marian and my students. At the end of the conversation, I asked 
Marian again if she has any sense of hope, and her response startled me. 
She said, “Maybe a little.” 

Of course, I believe that we, as Christ believers, always have hope because 
Christ has risen and conquered sin already, but for someone living in Marian’s 
situation, even as a believer, despair can suffocate all hope. I cannot say for sure, 
but I would like to think that this summer and continuing afterwards, what we were able 
to offer Marian and her classmates was a bit of relief from the despair. Our recognition and appreciation for their humanity loosened that grip and 
allowed hope to break through. 

What is the Hope Christmas Store? 

The HOPE Christmas Store is a one day shopping opportunity for families experiencing an excessive 
financial burden. Rather than a hand out to families, the store provides families an opportunity to buy 
gifts for one another at a discounted rate. 

Who Participates?  

Families from Lakewood Elementary, New Community Fourth Reformed, and Fellowship Church are 
invited to shop and anyone can help!  

When is it? 

Donations are accepted until November 27.  The store is open Saturday, December 3 from 9am -12pm. 

How can you be involved? 

 Donate a brand new $15-25 toy along with a $5-10 mom/dad gift by picking an ornament from  
       the Tree located by the Welcome Center. 

 Make handmade items such as: scarves, mittens, hats, blankets, dish clothes, pajamas, etc. 

 Donate items for the gift wrapping center such as: bows, gift tags & bags, tape, wrapping paper, etc. 

 Donate books and/or stuffed animals. 

 For those people who don’t have time to shop, cash donations are gladly accepted. 

 Donate Christmas cookies to share with the families as they shop. 

 Volunteer to help set up or work the day of the store. 
 

Contact Karen Donker (kldonker@fellowshipreformed.org) 
or Stacie Hoey (dshoey@chartermi.net or 616.218.5872) for more information. 

Peace Project Israel Palestine Trip      Bekah Schipper 
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New Address & Entrance 

Fellowship Reformed Church is no longer at 300 N. 
168th Ave. The building has not moved, but 
we changed our address in order to direct guests 
and visitors to our new main entrance that is 
located off of Lakewood. Please update your 
address book and send all future correspondence 
to this new address: 

Fellowship Church 
2165 W. Lakewood Blvd. 
Holland, MI 49424 

The church office has a new entrance near the bell 
tower. Our office hours are: 
Monday-Thursday 8-4 and Friday 8-12 

Fellowship is also using a new name, Fellowship 
Church. We will be installing signs that will include 
our name along with the words, A ministry of the 
Reformed Church in America. This change has been 
approved by the MLC and supports that we are an 
accepting community that is founded in Christ while 
showing our connection to a larger church family. 

Office Staff 

We are pleased to welcome our 
new office manager, Diana 
Fonseca-Pena. Diana, her 
husband, Charly, and daughters 
Emily, Angie, and Vivi moved to 
Holland a year ago for Charly to 
attend Western Seminary. Diana 
is in the office from 8am-noon 

every day and is the best contact for most 
inquiries, including calendar, rentals, & directory. 
dfonseca_pena@fellowshipreformed.org 

Our ministry assistant, Renee 
Krueger, has shifted roles to 
become Director of 
Communications. In that role, 
she is responsible for all print, 
on-line, and social media. Renee 
is in the office Mondays 11-4 
and Tuesdays-Thursdays 8am-4pm. Renee is the 
best contact for bulletin announcements, website, 
and enews. rkrueger@fellowshipreformed.org 

Lots of Changes!          Steve Braunius 
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Christmas Worship Opportunities          Jordan Clegg Belong, Grow, 

Serve, & Share 

Act 1: Created to Belong  
September 11 – November 20 

Act 2: Called to Grow  
November 27 – February 26 

Act 3: Equipped to Serve  
March 1 – April 14 

Act 4: Empowered to Share  
April 21 – June 4 
 

November 6 
Malachi 3, Brian Keepers 

November 13 
Isaiah 6:1-8, Lindsay Small 

November 20 Christ the King Sunday 
Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28, Julie 
Myers 

November 23 Thanksgiving Eve 
Brian Keepers 

November 27 First Sunday of Advent 
Daniel 6:6-27, Brian Keepers 

December 4 
Joel 2:12-13, 28-29, Brian Keepers 

December 11 
Isaiah 61:1-11, Lindsay Small 

December 18 
Luke 1:26-49, Brian Keepers 

December 24 Christmas Eve 
Luke 2:1-14, Brian Keepers 

December 25 Christmas Day 
Luke 2:8-20, Nate Schipper 

January 1 Epiphany 
Luke 2:21-38, TBA 

January 8 
Luke 3:1-22, Brian Keepers 

January 15 
Luke 4:14-30, Brian Keepers 

January 22 
Luke 5:1-11, Lindsay Small 

January 29 
Luke 6:1-16, Brian Keepers 

February 5 
Luke 7:1-17, Brian Keepers 

February 12 
Luke 7:18-35, Brian Keepers 

Festival Choir 

Fellowship’s seasonal choir for singers of all abilities 

meets on Tuesday evenings at 7pm. Rehearsals for 

Thanksgiving Eve worship begin November 1 and 

rehearsals for Christmas Eve begin on November 29. 

This is a great way for parents and their children 

(middle school and up) to belong and serve together 

during the holiday season.  

Christmas Eve Orchestra 

String, brass, and woodwind players are wanted for 
Fellowship’s Christmas Eve Orchestra. High School 
students and adults are invited to play for the 8pm 
Lessons & Carols service. There will be one rehearsal 
on the evening of December 22. Contact the front 
office or look for the signup form on Fellowship’s 
website to gain access to music and other details in 
the weeks leading up to Christmas Eve. 

 

 Calling All Artists! 

        Fellowship’s Artist Cohort has begun meeting 
    again after a fruitful inaugural year. If you identify 
  as an artist in any way (music, painting, sculpture, 
dance, etc.) this group is for you. The Artist Cohort is a 
place for artists to belong to a community of other  
 artists, grow in faith and skill through their art, and  
   serve Fellowship and other congregations through 
      the use of unique artistic gifts. The Artist Cohort  
          meets each Monday night at 7pm. Contact 
                 jclegg@fellowshipreformed.org for 
               more information. 



Community Nights 

Community Nights with kids is off to a great start. The 
GEMS girls and leaders are enjoying their brand new 
space in the lower level while starting to delve into 
the theme for the year, Love Overflows. They start out 
together practicing their theme song, then go into 
grade level rooms. The evening ends with a fun craft.  

Explorers (boys) are learning about the armor of  
God, and talk about a different theme that has to  
  do with the armor every week. They sanded and  
  decorated wooden nametags, and got to create  

  a pumpkin door knob hanger as well. On the  
  weeks they don't do a craft, they are busy   
  building wooden structures with Citiblocks or  
  completing the souvenir page for their travel  
  journal. Of course, there is a bit of gaga ball 

thrown in during the evening as well!  

The Kingdom Kids have been learning about God as 
creator and friend. They made a cool pumpkin 
mobile and have been learning the song Deep and 
Wide. These four and five year olds are always having 
a great time whether they are crafting, singing, or 
listening to the story with the puppet, Scruffy! 

Many smiles abound in church on Wednesday nights 
while kids enjoy activities, lessons, and making 
relationships with caring teachers and helpers. It is 
never too late to have your child come and join us on 
Wednesday nights! Come and check us out.  

Children and Worship 

In Children and Worship on Sunday mornings, kids 
have been introduced to stories about Creation, 
Noah, Abram and Sarai, and the Ten 
Commandments. Sunday School kids have been 
acting out the parables using the Dwell curriculum (4th 
and 5th grades) or learning about Jesus' birth, Jesus in 
the temple, and Jesus being baptized (2nd and 3rd 
grades). First graders are learning the stories of the 
Old Testament including Abraham and Sarah, Jacob 
and Esau, and Moses and the Burning Bush.  

Children of all ages dig into the story of God and find 
how they are a part of it. One fifth grade teacher was 
thrilled that their were six parts to a skit acting out a 
parable, and exactly six kids were in the class that 
day. They enjoyed acting and getting into the story as 
they discovered how it related to their lives. Each 
week, classes put up a story symbol to remind them 
what the story was for the week. Ask your child if he 
or she can show you the symbols and can remember 
each of the stories they have already learned about! 

Fellowship Kids Belong       Betsy Bruins 

We are excited to announce that January 20-22, High School Ministry will have our second 
annual Winter Retreat at Gull Lake Ministries. Get ready for a weekend of sledding, 
climbing walls, bowling, learning together, and much more! This event  
is a great chance to build community and is open to all high school 
students. Whether you are a regular HSM attender or you want  
to jump in for the first time, we want  
to invite you to join us for this 
awesome weekend. Please 
contact Bryce Vander Stelt 
with any questions.  

HSM Winter Retreat           Bryce Vander Stelt 
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Meet Our Interns 

Each year, Fellowship takes on interns from Western Theological Seminary who take part in our Teaching Church Ministry. Typically, each student stays at 
Fellowship for all three years of their time at the Seminary with a different focus each year. 

Hannah Barker Nickolay  First Year Intern 

Hannah is in her first year at Western Theological Seminary and as an intern at Fellowship. She grew up in the 
small town of Orange City, Iowa. She graduated from Northwestern College with a degree in Theatre and a minor 
in Middle Eastern Studies. A year after graduating she married a fellow theatre major, Jackson Nickolay 
(pronounced "Nick-o-lie"), and they have spent the last two years living in Grand Marais, Minnesota. Hannah 
loves reading, writing poetry, singing, watching movies and plays, and making food with friends. Hannah has a 
heart for worship design and scripture presentation.  

Nathan Longfield  First Year Intern 

Nathan is in his first year as a student at Western Seminary and Fellowship Church. Nathan grew up in Dubuque, IA 
and graduated from Hope College where he studied Christian History and Theology, Mathametics, and 
Management. Nathan enjoys playing ultimate, tennis, following Cubs baseball, and spending time with his wife 
Victoria and friends. He is passionate about theology, Biblical studies, teaching, and preaching.  

Laurel Pals  Second Year Intern 

Laurel is in her 2nd year at Western Theological Seminary and in her internship at Fellowship. Laurel grew up in 
Jenison, MI and was a student at GVSU where she studied music and philosophy. Laurel enjoys songwriting, 
hospitality, exploring God through creativity, and trying new things. She is excited to discern more about her call 
in theology and ministry at Fellowship.  

Stacey Duensing  Third Year Intern 

Stacey is in her third year as a student at Western Theological Seminary and as an intern at Fellowship Reformed 
Church. She grew up on a farm near Deshler, Nebraska and went to Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa 
where she received a degree in Christian Education/Youth Ministry. Stacey enjoys spending time in the beauty of 
God’s creation, music, being creative, and finding adventure in everyday situations. She is grateful for any and every 
opportunity for deeper connections- both with God and the people of God.  

Julie Myers  Third Year Intern 

Julie is in her third year at Western Theological Seminary and is an intern at Fellowship. She has lived Holland 
since 2001. She is married to Burt, and they have three children; Jeremy is 20 and is working full time, Kayla is 16 
and a junior at West Ottawa High School, and Justin is 11 and is in 6th grade at Macatawa Bay. Julie enjoys 
spending time with her family, reading, and is an animal lover. Julie works at Benjamin's Hope in Holland and 
hopes to expand her ministry to those with special needs.  



Financial Update            Steve Braunius 

As followers of Christ, we recognize that our time, talent, and treasures are from God and for God. Our 
church is stronger as we all grow in giving toward God’s work in and through Fellowship.  

As a congregation, we approved a budget of $1,409,865 for this fiscal year, July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017. This 
budget in an increase over 2015-2016 in order to invest in our future as a church. We are doing this by 
inviting more people into relationship with Christ through the use of our facilities and resources. You will 
see from the included chart that some larger portions of the budget include missions (Missions Fund), 
personnel, construction loan costs, and all of the costs associated with maintaining and operating this 
ministry (all part of the General Fund). 

From July through October, we have received $317,095 in gifts toward the General Fund. When dividing the 
general fund total by 12 months we would expect to receive $421,655 over 4 months. Giving typically is 
lower in the summer and we expect that giving will increase as we move toward the end of the calendar 
year. We celebrate the growth in giving that we have seen in October. If you are able, please consider 
increasing your giving toward the General Fund. This is the fund that keeps the lights on and supports all 
the vital ministries and programs of the church. 

From July through October we have received $42,224 toward the Missions Fund. All funds that are 
designated for missions go toward local, regional, national, and international missions. You will see that we 
are close to meeting our missions budget and were able to carry over funds from the last fiscal year to meet 
current obligations. Praise be to God! 

Our Facilities Fund directly supports our construction and renovation project. This November marks the 2 
year anniversary of our Capital Campaign. We pledged to raise $2.1 million dollars over the 3 years of the 
campaign. As of the end of October we have received almost 80% of those pledges. Thank you for your 
continuing generosity toward this project!  

As a church, we continue to look for ways to help those in our community and world. We do that through 
special offerings called Christian Aid. 100% of any funds you designate toward Christian Aid will go directly 
to those organizations. Thank you to our Mission Crew for identifying these high impact organizations and 
causes. 

 July: Fellowship Church Internal Christian Aid $2,033 

 August: Forgotten Man Ministry $2,084 

 Louisiana Flood Relief $1,330 

 September: Heartside Ministries $2,063 

 October: Women in Transition $2,416 

For more information about how to support the work God is doing through Fellowship Church, 
please visit: www.fellowshipreformed.org/give 

Missions Fund July-October 2016 

Monthly Giving Totals 

General Fund July-October 2016 

Monthly Giving Totals 
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Construction Update                     Steve Braunius 

The dust and construction are quickly becoming a distant memory. We are 
now closing this first phase of the project that involved: 

 construction of the new sanctuary 
 renovation of the Gathering Place 
 office renovation and addition 
 re-paving parking lots, landscaping, and sprinkling 

We have a few items left to complete that include: 

 installation of a platform extension 
 adjusting platform lighting and screen 
 installation of signs (interior and exterior) 

The construction finance team is finalizing all costs associated with this first 
phase and will update the congregation when that is complete.  

The Facility Planning Team is finalizing designs for repurposing the former 
sanctuary and receiving bids from contractors. Work is scheduled to begin 
on this phase in early December. Approximately 2/3 of the space will be 
dedicated to our youth and 1/3 will be set up as a gathering place that can 
be used by all ages and the community. 

Additionally, carpet will be replaced throughout the building and some 
areas will be repainted. Thank you for your faithful support of this project 
and what God is doing through this place. 

http://www.fellowshipreformed.org/give


2165 West Lakewood Blvd. 

Holland, MI 49424 
 

Return Service Requested 

Thanksgiving Eve 

November 23, 6:30pm 
A service of gratitude. 
 

Blue Christmas 

December 11, 2:00pm 
A service for those grieving a loss. 
 

Christmas Eve, December 24 

Children & Family Service, 4:00pm 
Nursery Available 
 

Service of Lessons & Carols, 8:00pm 
Featuring Orchestra & Choir 
 

Candlelit Communion Service, 11:00pm 
Featuring Soloists & Ensembles 

Special Services this Season 

616.399.9280 

www.fellowshipreformed.org 

info@fellowshipreformed.org 


