
Every year since 2007 I have made a “family yearbook” 
on Shutterfly, a photo archive of vacations, baptisms, 
weddings, and everyday moments. Now that 2018 is 
coming to an end, I am just about finished with the 
2017 book (I perpetually run about a year behind). 
Paging through past years a few nights ago, I was 
reminded of the events that have taken place in our 
family’s life over the span of 10 years. It was a holy 
moment for me, a chance to review the many places 
where God has made himself known to us. 

In the day to day moments of life, it is hard to 
recognize the sacred breaking through. My ‘most’ days 
are filled with the mundane: laundry, meetings, 
loading the dishwasher. Life is often a compilation of 
the many mundane tasks that have to be done.  But 
along the way, there are the sacred moments: a child’s 
performance at a school play, a getaway weekend to 
see fall colors, a long anticipated wedding. But there 
are also the unexpected moments when the sacred 
breaks through, a shared belly laugh with one of my 
kids, the transcendent autumn light shining through 
the fall leaves while driving to yet another activity, the 
unexpected joy of an old friend calling out of the blue. 
Life is highlighted with these sacred moments. 

There is no greater season for the mundane and 
sacred than Advent. The preparations involved on the 
road to Christmas are often overwhelming: gifts to buy, 
decorations to untangle, rehearsals to schedule…the 
mere thought of it now makes my blood pressure rise. 
But of course, all of these mundane tasks open up the 
sacred: the look on your kid’s faces on Christmas 
morning, the twinkling Christmas lights that are visible 
through your front window, and that achingly beautiful 
moment when everyone in the sanctuary holds a 
candle and sings, Silent Night, Holy Night.  

This season, look for moments of gratitude in the 
midst of the mundane, and the sacred will break 
through…sometimes all at the same time. Because 
that’s the thing about the sacred. Sometimes it can be 
planned for…but most often, it happens when we are 
least expecting it. The sacred breaks through in the 
countless moments we simply cannot plan for. 

Our call is to hold both the mundane and the sacred in 
equal reverence. To remember in the midst of the 
routine that it is precisely the routine that opens the 
sacred. And someday you will be able to look back on 
your life and see that the many mundanes add up to a 
beautiful sacred. 

The Sacred Mundane         Lindsay Small 
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Some call it the “Second Black Hole” of the gospel. A place where the 
historic Christian faith has faded into non-existence. Shockingly, this is 
the sentiment many people have about Western Europe, and specifically 
the Netherlands.  

A Dutch branch of a para-church organization called Operation 
Mobilization is seeking to plant churches in numerous neighborhoods in 
the Netherlands. I recently had the opportunity to visit them with a 
delegation from the Reformed Church in America (RCA). We visited two 
neighborhoods and the missionaries who live there: 

Schilderswijk (near The Hague) – Historically working-class, this 
neighborhood has often been home to immigrants. A number of people 
of Jewish descent lived there until the Second World War. In the 1970s 
when chaos ensued in much of the Middle East, this neighborhood 

became a destination for immigrants – 
primarily of Islamic faith – from places 

like Turkey and Morocco. Today, over 
90% of its residents are of Middle 
Eastern descent and it is one of the 
poorest neighborhoods in the 
Netherlands. A missionary family 

from South Africa has been living and 
ministering in this neighborhood for the 

past 3 years, and in just a couple months, an RCA missionary family will 
be relocating there from Turkey to join them. 

Voorhof (near Delft) – In one of the most 
densely populated neighborhoods in 
the Netherlands, a group of 
Christians are trying to give their 
neighbors a “Taste” of God’s love 
and grace that they know in Jesus. 
The church plant is called Taste and 
is a former Assisted Living home that 
now hosts 3 families (married couples and 
their children) and 6 singles who have all 
committed to living missionally in this neighborhood. It serves as a 
neighborhood center with a large backyard (very unusual in the 
neighborhood) that boasts garden plots, egg-laying hens, a playground, 
treehouse, and a beehive for local honey. 

These church plants and their leaders are convinced that the Holy Spirit is 
doing something in the Netherlands by raising up a new generation of 
grassroots Christians committed to the good news of the Gospel. The RCA 
was so impressed with their work that they are working to make an 
official partnership so we might learn together how we can be a witness 
in a post-Christian society.  

A New Generation of Grassroots Christians       Nate Schipper 

HOPE Christmas Store          Karen Donker 

What is the Hope Christmas Store? 

The HOPE Christmas Store is a one day shopping opportunity for families experiencing 
an excessive financial burden. Rather than a hand out to families, the store provides 
families an opportunity to buy gifts for one another at a discounted rate. 

Who Participates?  

Families from Lakewood Elementary, Pine Creek Elementary, and Fellowship Church are invited to 
shop. Anyone can help!  

When is it? 

The store is open Saturday, December 1 from 9am -12pm. Donations are accepted until November 26. 

How can you be involved? 

 Volunteer to help set up or work the day of the store. 

 Donate a brand new $15-25 toy along with a $5-10 mom/dad gift by picking an ornament from the 
Tree located by the Welcome Center. 

 Donate handmade items such as: scarves, mittens, hats, blankets, dish clothes, pajamas, etc. 

 Donate items for the gift wrapping center such as: bows, gift tags, gift bags, tape, 
wrapping paper, etc. 

 Donate books and/or stuffed animals. 

 Donate cookies to share with families as they shop. 

 For those who don’t have time to shop, cash donations are gladly accepted. 
 

Contact Stacie Hoey (dshoey@chartermi.net) or  
Karen Donker (kldonker@fellowshipreformed.org) for more information. 2 
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Special Services This Season            Lindsay Small & Betsy Bruins 

Thanksgiving Eve, November 21, 6:30pm: This service of gratitude is 
a Festival of Scripture, Song, & Thanksgiving for all ages. Nursery available 
through age 3. Kids will have a special activity table during the service. Pie 
will be served after the service!  

Blended Together Service & Table to Table, December 2,  
8:30 & 10am: We will have 2 identical services, combining aspects from 
both the 8:30 and 10am traditions. Both inter-generational services will 
have nursery and Children & Worship available, followed by brunch. 

Blue Christmas Service, December 9, 3pm: The holidays can be a 
difficult time when you are experiencing loss or grief. Sometimes this is a 
death, the loss of a job, the experience of aging, a broken relationship, or 
a family member's sickness. Join us for a quiet service of music and 
prayer as we journey through darkness and look to Christ for light.   

December 23 
Traditional Morning Worship, 8:30am 
Children’s Christmas Program, 10am (Nursery available through age 3) 
Your child can wear a costume for this impromptu pageant and be part of 
it all! Wear a costume from home, or borrow one from church. Costumes 
include manger animals, angels, shepherds, wise men, kings, and stars. 

Christmas Eve, December 24 
Candlelight Lessons & Carols, 5:00 & 7:00pm 
We are offering 2 identical services to be more welcoming and allow for 
more people to join us in worship. Nursery available through age 3. 

Candlelight Communion Service, 11:00pm 
Featuring Soloists & Ensembles 

 

Christmas Eve Choir: All singers are encouraged to join the choir for 
both our 5pm and 7pm services. We’ll be preparing a Christmas anthem 
as well as the Hallelujah Chorus from G.F. Handel’s Messiah. Rehearsals are 
December 16 & 23 at 11:30am (right after worship). Sign up at 
www.fellowshipreformed.org under the serve tab. 

Christmas Eve Musicians: Commitment to both services is preferred. 
There will be one rehearsal on December 16 at 11:30am. 

Note: Dinner will be provided for those able to commit to both services 
on Christmas Eve. 

December 30, 10:00am: No 8:30am service. 

All families are encouraged to pick up 
an advent calendar. These are geared 
toward children through fifth grade. 
Find them in the nursery and at the 
check-in kiosk November 25! 

Transition Updates                      Steve Braunius 

Pastor Search Team Update 

During the past month, there has been conversation between the Ministry 
Leadership Council, the Care Leadership Council, the Search Team, and the 
Human Resources Team. MLC has been in a posture of listening to these 
leaders as representatives of the congregation. As we listen to God's people, 
we are listening for God's voice. During this season of listening, the Search 
Team continues to move forward with energy and continued discernment as 
we seek the path that God has for Fellowship. We will share additional 
information during worship and with a special mailing in a few weeks.  

Worship Leader Search Team Update 

The team, led by Linda Milanowski, has offered multiple listening sessions 
for the congregation to give input to the team about worship and worship & 
arts leadership. The team has also solicited input from the staff, youth, and 
via an online form. The job has been posted during the month of October 
and interviews with candidates have begun. Thank you for your prayers as 
this team continues to meet, interview, and discern. 
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Meet Our Newest Members 

Nineteen new members were received into Fellowship on October 21. 
Take a minute to get to know them, and make sure to say hello! 

Kristopher, Michelle, Christian, & Aiden Stam 

are from Holland. They love the sense of community at Fellowship & 
how welcoming it is. 

Michelle’s favorite books & music: all of them! 
Kristopher’s favorite hobby: outdoor activities with family 
If they could go anywhere, it would be:  Europe, especially Ireland 
Favorite foods:  Michelle - chocolate; Kristopher: peanut butter & coffee 

Dian Jansma 

is from Cass City, MI and likes how 
Fellowship’s members treat her like family. 

Favorite food: seafood & paella 
Favorite music: Classical, show tunes, & 
Spanish guitar 
If she could travel anywhere, it would be: 
Israel 
Favorite Book: The Old Man & the Sea 

Mary Anne Becker 

is from Holland. She loves the messages from 
the ministers. 

Favorite hobby: being a homemaker 
Superhero power would be: peacemaker for 
the whole world 
Best gift: my engagement, then wedding ring 
Favorite music: music from the 40s and 50s, 
ballads, and old hymns 

Joy Van Wieren 

is from Holland (but lived in Phoenix for 25 
years). She enjoys the community connections 
at Fellowship and all the service projects. 

If she could travel anywhere, it would be:  
  too many places to count! 
Best gift: friendship, it’s priceless 
Favorite hobbies: reading, walking & taking 
pictures 
Bonus: Organizer for Christin Singles Meetup 
Group (see page 6!) 

Roger & Bonnie Roe 

are both from Montrose, PA. They have 3 children & 7 grandchildren. 
They enjoy the friendly people, music, and congregational care at FRC. 

Roger’s favorite hobbies: hunting, fishing, & gardening 
Bonnie’s favorite book: Jesus Calling 
If they could go anywhere, it would be:  Ireland 
Best gift they’ve ever received: their grandchildren 
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Jeff, Lori, & Ben Stump 

are from Holland. They love the friendly, welcoming atmosphere at Fellowship, and already know a lot of people from work and other churches. 

 

Favorite hobbies:  
  Lori– running (have been for 40 years!), water sports, skiing 
  Jeff– anything on the water 

Lori’s favorite music:  
  50s and 60s 

If she could travel anywhere, it would be:  
  to the UK 

Tim & Bev Murray 

Tim is from Silvin, IL and Bev is from Holland. They love Fellowship’s 
mission statement and how friendly the church is. 

Tim’s favorite book: The Covenant by James Mitchener 
Favorite music: country music 
Bev’s favorite hobbies: cooking, playing cards, family 
If they could travel anywhere, it would be:  the Caribbean & China 

Troy, Melissa, Chase, Gabe, & Ella Spooner 

are from Holland and enjoy worshipping with other families in our 
community at Fellowship and how welcoming everyone has been. 

Melissa’s favorite hobbies: cooking, baking, traveling 
Troy’s favorite hobbies: hunting & taveling 
If they could travel anywhere, it would be: Alaska 
Favorite food: Melissa– Mexican; Troy– anything Melissa cooks! 

We are pleased to welcome Erin Vander Stelt & Jessica Mix as our interim worship leaders!  

Erin Vander Stelt has been a member of Fellowship for the past four years. She is a botanist 
and an associate at Pier 1, and she enjoys spending time with her two daughters, 

Rose and Juliet, and husband, Bryce. Erin serves at our 8:30am services. 

Jess comes to us from Thornapple Covenant Church in Grand Rapids, where 
she served as the Worship Ministry Assistant. She is a regular member of 
the worship team at Thornapple and also substitutes as the worship leader, 
as needed. She has been married to Adam for 16 years, and together they 

have three children: Natalie (14), Logan (11), and Sophia (8). She is also a part
-time college student pursuing her Bachelor’s degree in Religious Studies at Grand 

Valley State University. Jess serves at our 10am services. 

New Staff Members 



Christian Singles Meetup Group             Joy Van Wieren 
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Christian Singles Exploring the Lakeshore is a Meetup group connecting singles with others to build and establish friendships. Part of Meetup 
(www.meetup.com), a nationwide group to connect people with common interests, CSEL offers many social activities for singles. Some activities include 
guided group walks, outdoor summer concerts, dining out, bowling, movies, church Bible studies, kayaking, snow shoeing, and more throughout the 
Lakeshore community. Christian Singles Exploring the Lakeshore is open to anyone who is single (never married, divorced, or widowed). If you would like 
more information, email Holland’s organizer, Joy Van Wieren, at frugalfun.joy@gmail.com or 616.856.6005. Joy is a new member at Fellowship and would 
love to see more people involved! 

Weather Cancellations 

We make every effort to alert you of cancellations at Fellowship. Our policy is to cancel children & youth evening activities if 
West Ottawa closes or cancels. Information will be posted at www.fellowshipreformed.org, Facebook, and on the church 
answering machine, if possible. You can also watch WOODTV, WWMT, WZZM, or listen to WHTC for cancellation information. 

November 4 
2 Kings 5:1-15a 

November 11 
Micah 5:2-5a, 6:6-8 

November 18 
Isaiah 36:1-3, 13-20, 37:1-7 

November 21, Thanksgiving Eve 

November 25, Christ the King 
Jeremiah 1:4-10; 7:1-11 

December 2,  
1st Sunday of Advent 
Habakkuk 1:1-7; 2:1-4; 3:17-19 

December 9 
Esther 4:1-17 

December 16 
Isaiah 42:1-9 

December 23, 8:30am 
Matthew 1:18-25 

December 30  
Matthew 1:1-17 

January 6, Epiphany  
Matthew 2:1-23 

January 13 
Matthew 3:1-17 

January 20 
Matthew 4:1-17 

January 27 
Matthew 5:1-20 

February 3 
Matthew 6:7-21 

February 10 
Matthew 7:1-14, 24-29 

February 17 
Matthew 13:24-43 

February 24 
Matthew 14:13-33 

Better Together Sermon Series 



7 

Financial Update               Steve Braunius 

A friend recently gave me some tea that he acquired while in China. This is 
no ordinary tea, it is special loose leaf tea, meant to be given as a gift. It 
tastes amazing and has whole leaves with few stems or other bits. After my 
first cup of tea, I immediately sent a thank you email because it was so 
good. The next day I received a reply asking, “Is this Steve’s secret stash or 
are you going to share it?” I loved that question. 

What is our response to receiving a gift? Do we keep it all for ourselves or do 
we share it? One of the things I love about working at Fellowship is getting to 
see people give generously out of their thankfulness to God for what has 
been given to them. They are not keeping it as a secret stash. You, as 
members of the congregation, are showing what it means to give with a 
generous and glad heart. As you review the financial numbers, I hope you 
are able to experience the joy of being better together in sharing our 
financial resources. 

Our first quarter giving has been strong at $339,924, with a 4% increase 
over last year. We are grateful for your faithfulness. Though it exceeds our 
expenses during the same period ($300,190), it is $45,855 less than was 
budgeted. In December, we will be contributing $71,500 to our mission 

partners, which is part of our planned missions giving and support. We 
also continue to pay $19,000 each quarter toward our construction loan 
principal even though we are only required to pay interest through July 
2019. Any money paid toward principal at this time of the loan saves us 
almost the same amount over the length of the loan. Your contributions 
make a big impact towards debt reduction and our missions. 

In addition to our planned giving to mission partners, each month our 
deacon spotlight focuses on meeting needs in our church, community, and 
world. Thank you for your gifts to the following organizations and needs: 

July: CEPAD $1,995 

August: Meet Up Eat Up Shoe Project $3,526 

September: Third Coast Homes $1,635 

Go to www.fellowshipreformed.org/give to give online and for 
information about other ways to give. Thank you for continuing to support 
Fellowship with your time, talent, and treasure. 

And in case you were wondering, yes, I am sharing my tea! 

Zach Bonzelaar 

Zach is a first year student at Western Seminary 
and a recent graduate of Spring Arbor University. 

He is from Holland, MI. 

Meet Our Interns 

Alyssa Muehmel 

Alyssa recently graduated from Calvin College 
and is a second year student at Western 
Seminary. She is from Waterford, MI.   

Katie Alley 

Katie is a third year student at Western Seminary. 
She grew up in New York and moved to 

Hudsonville in high school. 
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Thanksgiving Eve 

November 21, 6:30pm  A service of gratitude for all ages. 
 

Blue Christmas 

December 9, 3:00pm  A service for those grieving a loss. 
 

December 23 

Children’s Christmas Program, 10:00am 
Nursery Available; Traditional Service at 8:30am 
 

Christmas Eve, December 24 

Candlelight Lessons & Carols, 5:00 & 7:00pm 
Featuring Orchestra & Choir; Nursery Available 
 

Candlelight Communion Service, 11:00pm 
Featuring Soloists & Ensembles 
 

December 30 10:00am Service at 10am only 


