
A box arrived at our house last week with an 
interesting label. My husband, Kyle, is in the 
market for new glasses, so he had requested a 
“Home Try On” kit. The kit includes five pairs of 
potential frames to choose from, but it was the 
packaging that caught my attention, or rather, the 
large white letters on the outside of the box that 
read, “Good things await you.” And of course, they 
are right…because as soon as you open the box 
there are five cool hipster frames, guaranteed to 
make you the talk of every coffee shop and foreign 
film festival in town! 

The season of Advent is soon upon us. We see 
signs for it already…in stores, online…even in our 
church. Good things await us: time with family, 
meals spent with loved ones…maybe even a new 
pair of hipster glasses. The verb await is 
compelling because it looks forward…it expects 
and anticipates. This is not a dull or inactive 
waiting, but a draw-your-breath-in, I can’t wait kind 
of waiting. 

During this season, we move from Waiting to 
Word. We will travel through the latter half of the 
Old Testament, exploring prophets like Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. We will see how time and 
time again, the people of Israel misplace their 
hope and trust…until they wind up in a perpetual 

waiting room of disappointment and grief. Until, 
finally, darkness surrounds them and they can not 
see.  

Sometimes when we are waiting, it is hard to see 
the light. It is hard to see anything except the 
complications and problems that surround us. We 
feel like we’re sitting in that perpetual waiting 
room…and we’re not sure what to do. This 
particular brand of waiting is often solitary, 
discouraging, and helpless. 

But the story never ends here. Christ calls the 
Israelites out of waiting and into a new life. And he 
does the same with us. He is the light that shines 
in the darkness. Because of Christ, good things 
await all of us. Because of Christ, our solitary, 
discouraging, and helpless selves are given a new 
prescription where we see all that God has done 
for us. 

This is our Advent journey: from waiting to Word, 
from darkness to light, from blindness to sight, 
from waiting to awaiting. Join us on the journey as 
we anticipate the coming of a Savior. For good 
things truly do await us. 

From Waiting to Awaiting            Lindsay Small 
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God is so Good! 

About 6 years ago, Fellowship church discerned a 
call with the help of the Holy Spirit to join God in 
mission by providing school-aged children facing 
food insecurity the opportunity to receive needed 
weekend supplemental food through Hand2Hand. 
Recognizing the correlation between childhood 
hunger and educational achievement, we 
envisioned being part of a community where no 
child would come to school hungry after a long 
weekend. Our God-Sized goal was to be able to 

provide every elementary school in the West 
Ottawa district the opportunity to receive the 
benefit of a Hand2Hand partnership with a 
local church. 

We are pleased to announce that in God’s timing 
and by God’s grace, every elementary school in the 
West Ottawa district has a Hand2Hand Partner! 
Before this year, only 2 schools remained without 
the benefit of Hand2Hand; Waukazoo Elementary 
and Woodside Elementary. At the beginning of the 
school year, Rose Park Reformed Church adopted 
Waukazoo Elementary. This was great news, 
however they were our partner in feeding children 
at Pine Creek Elementary. The Hand2Hand 
Leadership Team and the Ministry Leadership 
Council moved forward with a plan for Fellowship 
Church to adopt the remaining half of Pine Creek 
Elementary. Simultaneous to this decision, 
Beechwood Reformed Church responded to God’s 
call and adopted Woodside Elementary! 

Let’s praise God for his provision and providence 
in bringing to fruition this ministry being in place in 
all elementary schools in our district! 

Hand2Hand in All Elementary Schools! Karen Donker 

HOPE Christmas Store          Karen Donker 

What is the Hope Christmas Store? 

The HOPE Christmas Store is a one day shopping opportunity for families experiencing 
an excessive financial burden. Rather than a hand out to families, the store provides families an 
opportunity to buy gifts for one another at a discounted rate. 

Who Participates?  

Families from Lakewood Elementary, Pine Creek Elementary, New Community Fourth Reformed, and 
Fellowship Church are invited to shop, and anyone can help!  

When is it? 

The store is open Saturday, December 2 from 9am -12pm. Donations are accepted until November 26. 

How can you be involved? 

 Donate a brand new $15-25 toy along with a $5-10 mom/dad gift by picking an ornament from  
       the Tree located by the Welcome Center. 

 Make handmade items such as: scarves, mittens, hats, blankets, dish clothes, pajamas, etc. 

 Donate items for the gift wrapping center such as: bows, gift tags & bags, tape, wrapping paper, etc. 

 Donate books and/or stuffed animals. 

 For those people who don’t have time to shop, cash donations are gladly accepted. 

 Donate Christmas cookies to share with the families as they shop. 

 Volunteer to help set up or work the day of the store. 
 

Contact Karen Donker (kldonker@fellowshipreformed.org) 
or Stacie Hoey (shoey@fellowshipreformed.org) for more information. 2 
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Special Services This Season           Jordan Clegg & Betsy Bruins 

 November 12 
Micah 6:1-8, Rev. Lindsay Small 

November 19 
Isaiah 9:1-7, Rev. Nate Schipper 

November 22, Thanksgiving Eve 
Hannah Barker Nickolay 

November 26, Christ the King Sunday 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14, Rev. Lindsay Small 

December 3, 1st Sunday of Advent 
Daniel 3:1, 8-30, Rev. Tanner Smith 

December 10 
Ezekiel 37:1-14, Jordan Clegg 

December 17 
Isaiah 55:1-13, Rev. Lindsay Small 

December 24, Christmas Eve 
Luke 2:1-14, Rev. Lindsay Small 

December 31  
John 1:19-34, Story Sharing Sunday 

January 7  
John 1:35-51, Rev. Jim Baar 

January 14, Epiphany 
John 2:1-11, Rev. Nate Schipper 

January 21 
John 2:13-25, Dr. David Bast 

January 28 
John 3:1-21, Rev. Lindsay Small 

February 4 
John 4:1-42, Rev. Lindsay Small 

February 11, Transfiguration Sunday 
John 9:1-41, Dr. Stan Mast 

February 14, Ash Wednesday 
John 10:1-18, TBD 

February 18 
John 11:1-44, Rev. Nate Schipper 

February 25 
John 13:1-17, Rev. Lindsay Small 

Thanksgiving Eve, November 22, 6:30pm: This service of gratitude is 
a Festival of Scripture, Song, & Thanksgiving for all ages. Nursery available 
through age 5. Kids ages four through 5th grade will have a special activity 
table during the service. Pie will be served after the service!  

Blue Christmas Service, December 10, 3pm: The holidays can be a 
difficult time when you are experiencing loss or grief. Sometimes this is a 
death, the loss of a job, the experience of aging, a broken relationship, or 
a family member's sickness. Join us for a quiet service of music and 
prayer as we journey through darkness and look to Christ for light.   

Christmas Eve, December 24 
Morning Worship, 10:00am 
includes Children’s Christmas Program  
Nursery available through age 3; No 8:30am Service 

Candlelight Lessons & Carols, 5:00 & 7:00pm 
Featuring Orchestra & Choir; We are offering 2 identical services to be 
more welcoming and allow for more people to join us in worship. 
Nursery available through age 5 

Candlelight Communion Service, 11:00pm 
Featuring Soloists & Ensembles 

Opportunities to Serve 

Register for all activities at fellowshipreformed.org/worship. Click the link 
under “Get Involved.” 

Festival Choir: All singers are encouraged to join the choir for our 5pm 
and 7pm services (commitment to both services is preferred). We’ll be 
preparing classic Christmas anthems as well as “Hallelujah” chorus from 
G.F. Handel’s Messiah. Rehearsals are Sundays at 11:30am (right after 
worship) beginning November 26. 

Christmas Eve Musicians: Orchestra: Middle School, High School, and 
adult instrumentalists are encouraged to join the orchestra for our 5pm 
and 7pm services. Commitment to both services is preferred. There will 
be one rehearsal on Saturday, December 23. 

Note: dinner will be provided for those musicians able to commit to both 
services on Christmas Eve. 

 

The Journey Sermon Series 

Starting the first Sunday of advent, every family will be 
given a packet with an advent calendar, family advent 
devotions, and other family activities. These are geared 
toward children through fifth grade. Find them in the 
nursery and at the check-in kiosk on December 3! 
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Meet Our Newest Members 

On October 15, eleven new members were received at Fellowship. Take a minute to get to know them, and make sure to say hello! 

Carl & Linnay Balk 

are from Holland and have 3 children. They love the worship at 
Fellowship and how friendly and comfortable it is. 

Favorite Hobby: watching sports 
Favorite song: And Can It Be 
Favorite places travelled to: Carl has travelled to 55 countries & loved  
  Mexico, Belgium, Lichtenstein, Luxembourg, & the Netherlands 

Dave Garcia 

is from Holland and loves how warm and 
welcoming Fellowship is. 

Favorite food: steak 
Favorite band: Blue October and anything  
  acoustic 
If he could travel anywhere, it would be: Bora 
  Bora 
Superhero power would be: unmeasurable 
  strength 

Alice Richard 

is from Silver Spring, Maryland and is mom to 
Susan Timmer. She loves being a part of 
Fellowship’s bell choir, as well as how 
dynamic and young Fellowship is. 

Favorite hobby: piano (Superhero power  
  would be as a concert pianist!) 
Favorite book: Gone with the Wind 
Best gift: being chosen “Best Camper” at age  
  14 at summer camp… it was a BIG deal 

Nancy Timmer 

is from Chicago and is mom to Chris Timmer. 
She loves the genuine friendly atmosphere 
and evidence of Christ’s love at Fellowship. 

If she could travel anywhere, it would be:  
  Switzerland, Norway, Sweden 
Superhero power would be: as a motivational  
  speaker, like Oprah 
Favorite music: Classical, old hymns,  
  traditional church music 
Languages spoken: English, German, French 

Jim & Jill Den Herder 

are both from West Michigan. They love Fellowship’s focus on 
missions & outreach programs and that Fellowship is a force for doing 
good things in our community. 

Jim’s Superhero power would be: time travel 
Jill’s favorite hobbies: being in nature & reading 
Favorite music: everything from Classical to 60s 



5 

Chelse Hawkins & Jordan Olivo 

Chelse & Jordan are both from Holland and are engaged to be married in 2018. They love the size of Fellowship, as well as the welcoming environment 
and weekly messages. 

Superhero power would be:  
  Chelse– ability to create bacon out of thin air (I love bacon) 
  Jordan– remain healthy & fit while eating what I want... or flight 

Favorite food:  
  Chelse– cheesecake 
  Jordan– pizza, wings, ribs 

Languages spoken:  
  Chelse– English, French, & a little Spanish 
  Jordan– English & Spanish 

Jean VanEngen 

is from McBain, MI. Together with her husband, Chuck, they have 3 
adult children who live in Washington, Texas, and Ohio. Jean loves the 
ministry opportunities at Fellowship. 

Favorite hobby: reading (favorite book is the Bible) 
Favorite food: Mexican food 
Languages spoken: English & Spanish 
Favorite music: Classical and jazz piano 

Mike & Mona McClellan 

are from Columbus, Indiana and love the connections at Fellowship. 

Mona’s favorite book: This Present Darkness 
Mike’s favorite music: rock 
If they could travel anywhere, it would be: Porcupine Mountains in 
  Michigan 
Favorite food: Mike– red meat; Mona– chocolate 

We are pleased to welcome Joyce and Kelvin “Red” Brown as our new custodians. Kel and 
Joyce joined Fellowship in early 2016, along with their 3 sons and families. Joyce grew up in 
Zeeland and Kel in Holland, and settled in Holland when they were married. They currently 
live in Sapphire Lakes Villas where Kel is the maintenance man. 

Kel retired last month after 33 years at Haworth, and Joyce worked 25+ years as a travel agent, 
travelling extensively. They both enjoy biking on their recumbent trikes and playing with their 
8 grandkids. Joyce loves quilting, while Kel enjoys golf, wood working, and classic rock. 

Please take a moment to welcome Joyce & Kel! 

New Staff Members 



Fellowship Artist Cohort               Jordan Clegg 
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Pastor Transition Update                    Steve Braunius 

It has now been approximately 6 months since Pastor Brian Keepers took 
his new position at Trinity Reformed Church in Orange City, Iowa. During 
this time we have continued to follow a plan that has included: 

 Saying goodbye to the Keeper’s family in a meaningful way 
 Taking time to grieve this loss 
 Forming a Transition Team to facilitate the transition 
 Conducting listening sessions to hear from the congregation about 

where we have been and where we are 
 Forming a Transition Leadership Team to meet each week (Rodger Price, 

Barb Eriks, Pastor Lindsay Small, Pastor Nate Schipper, Stephen Braunius) 
 Identifying Jon Brown, pastor of Pillar Church, to support us as an 

outside voice in the transition and search process. He meets with the 
Consistory, Ministry Leadership Council, the Transition Leadership 
Team, and search team as needed. 

 Identifying a search team chair and search team 

As we have shared in worship, on our website, and in a recent In The Loop, 
the following people have agreed to be a part of our search team: 

The team members were selected through much prayer and the 
discernment of our Transition Team, Human Resource Team, Consistory, 
and staff. Now that the search team is in place, the Transition Team will 
meet less frequently. The Transition Team anticipates taking more of a 
leadership role once the pastor search is complete. 

Over the next two months, the search team will begin meeting, we will be 
collecting stories about who we are and how we have lived into our mission 
as a church, and a survey will be conducted to receive feedback from the 
congregation for the qualities we are looking for in our next pastor. 

The search process will begin in earnest in January. We will be seeking out 
potential candidates and also posting the position on our website and the 
Reformed Church in America’s website. You can continue to find updates at 
www.fellowshipreformed.org/transition or at the welcome center. 

 Kristin Garris (Chair) 
 Gwen Auwerda 
 Duane Bosma 
 Patrick Cisler (MLC) 

 Jan Dalman 
 Barb Eriks (President-Elect & MLC) 
 Dick Schaap (CLC) 
 Paul Solis 

Focus on Photography 

Fellowship’s Artist Cohort hosted the first of several photography workshop on October 30. Twenty-two people of varying ages and abilities from the Fellowship 
community and beyond gathered to learn about lighting and portraiture from cohort member Mark Parker. Throughout the rest of the year, the Artist Cohort will 
be continuing to explore a variety of aspects of photography while contributing original art in various forms to enhance and expand Fellowship’s worship. Through 
an anonymous gift, the art studio will soon be outfitted with a new computer allowing the group to begin learning about photo editing. Keep your eyes open for 
future workshops led by Fellowship artists and other special guests. If you are an artist or creative person looking for connections with other artists check us out on 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/FRCArtistCohort/ 

Weather Cancellations 

As winter approaches, we will make every effort to alert you of cancellations at Fellowship. Our policy is to 
cancel children & youth evening activities if West Ottawa closes or cancels. Information will be posted at 
www.fellowshipreformed.org, Facebook, and on the church answering machine, if possible. You can also 
watch WOODTV, WWMT, WZZM, or listen to WHTC for cancellation information. 
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Financial Update               Steve Braunius 

In our October In The Loop Rodger Price, President of the Congregation, shared that he has “...come to believe that it’s impossible to give more than you 
receive - even though what you receive will be experienced in a different economy than the gift itself (ie: I give significant time or money and receive 
significant joy).” He also shared that God, in Malachi 3:10, actually asks us to test Him and see if He “...will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” 

We continue to see that, even in this time of transition without a senior pastor, God is pouring out much blessing. As you read through these financial 
numbers you will see that Fellowship is doing well and continues to be a light in our community and the world, thanks to your gifts. 

As of the end of October, we are one third of our way through 
the 2017-2018 fiscal year for Fellowship Church. Our budget for 
the year is $1,479,846. This is an increase of 4.6% over the 2016
-2017 budget. $210,000 of the budget is toward debt reduction 
(interest and principal payments). The pie graph shows the 
budget percentages (facility, operations, and personnel 
expenses are included in each area). 

Our giving towards the missions fund is behind where we were 
last year at this time and roughly $15,000 behind our planned 
budget. We typically split our commitments to mission partners 
into two payments in December and June. Please consider 
designating an additional gift toward missions to help close this 
gap before December. 

 

 

Each month, our deacon spotlight focuses on meeting needs in our church, community, 
and world. Here are the gifts that were received over the past 4 months. 

July: Fellowship Church Internal Christian aid: $2,394 
August: Meet Up & Eat Up Shoes: $3,263 
September: Hurricane Harvey Relief via Reformed Church in America (RCA) $4,413 
October: Hurricane Relief $4,042 

 

 

 

We give thanks for an increase in giving toward our Fellowship Ministries General 
Fund over the first 4 months of this fiscal year. This fund supports everything from 
children’s ministries to keeping the building heated. The blue in the chart shows the 
general fund giving. We are keeping our expenses below what has been received  
($-47,435, which is partly because of reduced staff expenses without a senior 
pastor), even though giving is not meeting our planned budget. The green in the 
chart represents gifts designated for facilities, which have been used toward debt 
reduction ($101,204). As we wrap up the Imagine Campaign--ending in December 
2017, any gifts received designated for facilities as well as any final payments toward 
pledges will be applied toward debt reduction. 

 

 

Go to www.fellowshipreformed.org/give to give online and for 
information about other ways to give. Thank you for continuing 
to support Fellowship with your time, talent, and treasure. 
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Thanksgiving Eve 

November 22, 6:30pm 
A service of gratitude for all ages. 
 

Blue Christmas 

December 10, 3:00pm 
A service for those grieving a loss. 
 

Christmas Eve, December 24 

Morning Worship, including  
Children’s Christmas Program, 10:00am 
Nursery Available; No 8:30am Service 
 

Candlelight Lessons & Carols, 5:00 & 7:00pm 
Featuring Orchestra & Choir; Nursery Available 
 

Candlelight Communion Service, 11:00pm 
Featuring Soloists & Ensembles 


